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"Bed Time Stories written by Santokh Singh Jagdev in two languages have been 
quite successful in conveying the message of Guru Nanak to the Western world 
which includes our children also." 

—The Council of Sikh Gurdwaras in Birmingham, England. 


“Mr Jagdev has righteously succeeded in his mission to propagate the teachings 
of Guru Nanak and the Sikh Philosophy through interesting and mumerous 
anecdotes narrated in his books....." 

—Dr, Joginder Singh J.P., Birmingham, England. 

"We highly recommend these books to those. who want to learn or teach Sikhism 


and Sikh Philosophy." 
—Gurdwara Guru Ramdas, Singh Sabha, Birmingham, England. 
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Foreword 


Sikh history is replete with tales of valour and devotion, of fight against 
tyranny, help of the weak and downtrodden and a deep faith in the teachings 
of the Gurus. The Sikhs did not hesitate to challenge the might of a great empire 
and reckless invaders and fought against heavy odds. 

Baba Banda Singh Bahadur and his companions were taken prisoner from 
the fortress of Gurdas Nangal in December 1715 AD. Following his martyrdom, 
every governor of Lahore made the life of Singhs in his territory very difficult. 
They continued deploying army patrols to finish off the Singhs and even offered 
rewards for Singhs’ heads. At the time of need they recruited Singhs in their army 
but when their purpose was served, they turned after their lives with all the force. 
The Singhs were subjected to this type of tyranny for fifty years. 

In those days of tyranny, the Singhs looted Nadir Shah on his way back from 
Delhi with his booty in May 1739 AD. On reaching Lahore, he asked Governor 
Zakria Khan, "Who are these men who had harassed my army by their ambushes 
and raids. ] want to destroy their hearths and homes." Zakria Khan replied, "Your 
honour, those who looted your army are called Singhs. Their homes are on 
horseback. They are underfed and underclothed but they are so brave that a 
Singh is always ready to take on one lakh. They prefer martyrdom fighting than 
concede defeat. They say that their Guru had bestowed upon them the rule of 
this country. The Guru's words must be fulfilled.” On hearing this reply, Nadir 
Shah said, "If the Singhs are such, they are sure to get the rule of the country.” 

The stories of victories and sacrifices of those brave Sikh chiefs who 
organised and led the Khalsa in those painful times and propagated Sikh religion 
simultaneously are described in this book, the ninth in series. It was due to 
struggles and sacrifices of these brave men that Khalsa rule was established in 
1765 AD, They turned their belief into reality for a second time. 


2-Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar K.P. Singh Brar 
Ferozepur City 
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996 1716 Hinet 6 wa et fy sores 6 feat fee note ats ae fue’ ada 
© Wee's MHS ANT HS—USs dal, & Hut S SH ads Bet aust ea Ss fest 
3 sats ant a fest, “aaa od usw S Hoe os we tut $ age ag feo WS 
3 frost fan fic a faa @ a orear Gu S fean fest Wear!” sesdhat & fifut 
< frat & fean Se wet, fra =t Sat 6 det fry fhisear Se Goat 4 ase ag fess! 
fiyt 4 fen Wen S wee Set nue feaS Faret, ust S yot fes wet Be! THAT 
“ay So fast fu ee se nfo fea oa feu a fea dee Sadi 

‘1717 Gnet fea fest & sus wet sas we 3 for fan oe fest wears oe 
fut SS fers ae fart oa S waders wr fore ays, anid + Hea Ted 
ie wares? Se war fare | fer sat fit eet ae wren S few or ae Qa ust 
3 nae o fears Bs a fist ‘Ss nfodt fees wt & afoe Sai! 

1720 Pinet et Stest Ha'se Bet sos Ast fue’ fay wifyore feos Te | Ga 
33 WoH, ag de whos § Tg Hos TS ws eet, wg ger fiw goed 6 Tg 

Y are rot t few Taenrfant ot er favs wet sors 3 farm) eur fade 
fi @ musa ars fru 3 Rost awa Sot fast wh ware eves FEAL ret vt ftw 

S 1721 Snet ot Sanit Fuse wa ada Ga as Sat ofan we Snes ager fea 
ntuet fae Gus we ad, fagt 6 Fs WeA | Ud HG a UlaHed Atos fed aud 
ae fest! Gy fea = eles feg avet Hal fou 4 Ht ufeded Atos © dat Ss 
H.vere fiu & ces ot Het Fut aets 
Ht) ffat @ godbat ae fut @ aft Spat Beat Beha vault amy Te Sahat | 

1726 Sine fes wet oer ftw S Gx 6 waht SF potet @ fiw } fer naara 
fedu fadd avn vae wel HHyd ad ies"! eles Tara fiw | Hut S uifysrng 
ge @ feu HS wd dY—1. Hadad S Mefent fed Une Sal whew gras feu eu 
We & te wet aS! 2. US nS chews es ae Bet Ghent Gus en wed we 
3. Hda'd © HMNST S yAHEPaH S Afar are | feat enfant ct ystadt Se fue 
ful ge Be We vet a wd fesra fea fsa Te! 1726 Stet fey was AWE HS 
a Usd wadbut us Btdd VT Set Aes Elen! GA S fHut S usH ada Bet fea 
adHst ea es fest 
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Diwan Darbara Singh 


After the martyrdom of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur in Delhi on 9th June, 
1716 AD, Abdul Samad Khan—Daler Jang, the Governor of Lahore set up army 
patrols to finish the Sikhs and issued a proclamation, "All the Sikhs who believe 
in the faith of (Guru) Nanak be killed and whosoever brings the head of a Sikh 
will be rewarded." In order to get rewards for the heads, the greedy murdered 
Sikhs wherever they found them. To save themselves from this tyranny, the Sikhs 
took up their abodes in jungles, hills and marshes. In the absence of a political 
leader, the Singhs started passing their time in hiding in small groups. 

| Fighting for the throne of Delhi started in 1717 AD. As a result of which 
the Government's attention from the Sikhs was diverted. The Governor of Lahore 
got busy with the mutinies in Kasoor, Kashmir and Multan. The Sikhs got a 
respite in this way. They left their abodes in the hills and jungles and started 
living in villages and towns. 

The Sikhs gathered at Amritsar after many years in 1720 AD to celebrate 
Diwali. There arose a quarrel for the service and maintenance of the Gurdwaras 
between Tat Khalsa—those considering the holy Granth as Guru and Bandai— 
considering Banda Singh Bahadur as their Guru. Kahan Singh, son of Baba 
Binod Singh pleaded with the parties and averted a clash. On the occasion of 
Vaisakhi in 1721 AD, Bhai Mani Singh brought about an agreement between 
the two groups tactfully. A large number of Bandais joined the Tat Khalsa but 
their guru, Mahant Amar Singh and some of his followers remained adamant 
who were thrown out of the Harmandir by the Tat Khalsa. In the congregation 
of that day, Bhai Mani Singh was entrusted with the service of Granthi, reciter 
of Guru Granth Sahib and Darbara Singh of Diwan, chief minister. 

After the return of peace to Punjab, the Sikhs who had migrated to other 
states started coming back and with motivation from Bhai Mani Singh, people 
tired of the excesses of the government, started becoming Singhs. In this way 
the number of Singhs started going up day by day. The Sikhs started assembling 
at Amritsar on Diwali and Vaisakhi days each year. Gathering of the Singhs at 
the time of festivals to Amritsar was not liked by village heads and other officers. 
Skirmishes started taking place between groups of Singhs and village headmen. 

The martyrdom of Bhai Tara Singh and his companions in 1726 AD, 
compelled the Singhs to take solid steps against the government, Diwan Darbara 
Singh called the Singhs to Amritsar and placed before them the following 
resolutions—1. Money being brought for deposit into government treasuries 
should be looted on the way. 2. Police stations should be raided to obtain horses . 
and weapons. 3. Informers and lackeys of the government should be eliminated. 

After the approval of these resolutions, the Singhs spread in small groups 
in the whole area. In 1726 AD, Zakria Khan, the son of Abdul Samad Khan 
became the new Governor of Lahore. He again deployed army patrols to finish 
the Sikhs. 
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ddHSs et ufsen 


weet 1726 tire fer ces vere fiw et Aa Hes feu dag we faa ATI 
Gn é Hd Hat fa Hess S OG GY Wale et guienr gy feat sled, fea HH ofews-se 
fruoabat ot suerat do ede Une Ser 31 ches core ftw 3 we F ff oe 
Aa GF ya's 6 See Bet sa fds"! Se Une J ulvsi fut S Su waar wu|S 
aud feu ad feu"| GA oaret fee favs fruat He, Gat S us wes AAS fur 
% favs BE) noes fea dies wore ftw S was frat fa fea Se gufeor ane 
ZF ode or for Ji tes vores ftw S fut S owe 8 a ves S S ore wfenr 
3 WSs U Sa ule fou! Sot wit HAST, US we MATa S a Gat } ea fdse| 

Haed 1726 eine feu uwfseat 3 pall wASsat at yfAu Aes HosA HTS Bur 
gue oT Hall WHS we We, vies S wearfanss SF uele a, Head S US Bet 
fost & & a fear siti fiwt S fsers @ 3S On unt we ay Go fem fest nears 
& We Wol was WS Hose WS SP aS TGS WES Ut waa fret st Ga @ fiturt 
S HSH aes Gel Sa sx fest! feat St Fa S ods ST ea he a fHur S geet 
dat | ftw Aart feu ws ae, Gat S da ot are Gude 3 Snes fast wet Fas 
ffut et dHede T qe All Go sae Une S ufos feut 6 yee ude feet at! 
1726 Binet @ onite fea HHS Fes Ws, Sur gue a Aer S uret furr]ed J fest 
go a ate diem, fiut 6 dfives oe use J afew faarn we ass Blam Be 
FH | 

1727 dinet few fitut 3 of ofsatfiveus 8 38 fest few ad edt wesw ge or 
But gue wT HS Se fant | fut S AS us Sar fa wa Gu S wat wears FS UA Bat HHS 
at @n S wor Fos flwi S eum aa fest! we 1730 fey das ws fest F or 
a ode & waders wit fuses ffs we ot wet ast Se net 3 a eum shew 
fiut S soete ot nat f SS Cn wH we Go feet) sad we S fiwt et Se 
Wd dae Bet dest 2a few er S ater us wank 3 ard eda S ues fea sufer 
a une fest) su Ga 6 sao a ffut ae sott Sdse FHS as Bet 
1733 Bnet few Pea wH wer S fea sy ct wots ve ot uss B Bet 

dada HS S 1733 etret ot Sanit Gus wifqone fedse Je wet ww set 
Haat fitu } feo afs & Shrew, “fest as ade Shut Rearet wat owe HE eet 
Jo 3 fea Russi feet ga—-1. wen & aed wet fea By vt wits, 2. wR 
S send or ue, 3. wor $ qeunt @ vast 3 her favs St ust uy” ufssr 
wait = oeut Be F sty ae St ue AS at waa ftw S metho fe wer 
fen ntsauet AY fea eu es nae’ d ot fed He a wen Seat Se Bet gH 
d faput| theta waue fu & feu afs dg ceva wea S fess ag fea fa WH aga 
<put niast AY maretet age Herel 1734 Sinet fey verve’ ad Te 
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Outcome of the Resolution 


In July 1726 AD.the squad of Diwan Darbara Singh was roaming in Majha area. 
They got information that Rupees four lakh revenue from Multan was expected to reach 
Lahore in a few days guarded by one hundred armed soldiers. Diwan Darbara Singh sent 
a squad of four hundred Singhs to rob it. The Singhs took possession of that treasure 
before it could reach Lahore. The horses and weapons of the soldiers who died in that 
encounter were taken over by the Singhs. In September, Diwan Darbara Singh came to 
know that Rupees one lakh was being brought from Kasoor to Lahore. Diwan Darbara 
Singh with his squad stopped those bringing the treasure near Kahna Kachha. They were 
released after being relieved of weapons, horses and treasure. 

In September 1726 AD, Murtaza Khan, the famous trader of horses and weapons 
was proceeding to Delhi with horses and arms worth lakhs of Rupees purchased from 
Afghanistan-and Iran to be délivered to the government. The Singhs robbed him of 
everything near Jandiala. When the government at Delhi got the news of the robbery 
of the royal treasure and the caravan of Murtaza Khan, they sent an army to finish the 
Singhs. The combined forces of Delhi and Lahore kept on searching for the Singhs. The 
Singhs entered the jungles and the army could not capture them. The people, except 

the headmen and army officers, had become sympathetic to the Singhs. They used to 
inform the Singhs before the arrival of army. In the end of 1726 AD, the Singhs looted 
Mohammad Jafar Khan when he was crossing river Beas near Goindwal ferry crossing. 
He was on his way from Peshawar to Delhi with gold and silver worth lakhs of Rupees. 

In 1727 AD, the Singhs looted Partap Chand taking goods worth lakhs of Rupees 
to Delhi. When the Singhs came to know that he had not got money from the royal 
household, they returned everything to him. In June 1730 AD, Haibat Khan was on his 
way back to Delhi from Lahore with lakhs of Rupees realised as revenue for the last three 
years from the governor of Lahore, The Singhs forced him to part with that near Sarai Noor 
Din. Zakria Khan made a substantial increase in the army patrols to stop the loot by the 
Singhs but they did not allow money to reach treasury of Lahore. At Last getting tired 
of looting, he thought it would be wise to use leniency and develop good relations with 
the Singhs and got approval from the Emperor to grant an estate of one lakh to the Khalsa. 

To the Khalsa assembled at Amritsar on the occasion of Vaisakhiin 1733 AD, Zakria 
Khan sent Bhai Subeg Singh with this message, "The governments of Delhi and Lahore, 
hereby make peace with the Khalsa and give these facilities—1. An estate of one lakh 
for the livelihood of the Khalsa; 2. The title of Nawab for the Khalsa: 3. Total freedom 
to the Khalsa for visiting and maintenance of the Gurdwaras; At first the Khalsa refused 
to accept the title of Nawab but Bhai Subeg Singh put forth the argument, "The Khalsa can 
expand and progress in this time of peace." At this Khalsa agreed to accept the 
Nawabship, Diwan Darbara Singh refused to become the Nawab, saying, "I am very old.” 
After that Bhai Kapoor Singh was made Nawab, Diwan Darbara Singh continued to help 
the Khalsa at times of trouble and breathed his last in July 1734 AD. 
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seq aud fiw a HSH sis dik te Sah eae Meee lee 
Auud fea cfu Gat S act Gua fes at Cat etwas 3 wet Gewet wat we 
age fest Ht 3 gg Ware bat mdbat Fert & Cat vt afust ms fees qafitr 
ee ee eee ee oe ee 
Wares, SHaTat S da wna fefenr fan upset S feat wa fes adden at 
yrs o aret At! 1721 etrSt St Sant @ mem Cus wifiana Ua a Cat S eet Hat 
fay uA affys stant ATI 

1726 tinet fes eet oor ftw ot mdtet fue ftwi 3 »fifyane dens uA ae 
& wdt ws See wa ald Hoes ws See |S ftw $ AS ao ee Hat a 
Qa fist wa afoot fea exe fut Que wruer ai dee! fen agi nears 3 
nifaurag S gato & flat wa afoat fea exe fru wo oa fanra a fur 2 
afont oe wr feed | Cat feat feu Hees aus ftw vies vere fu tne fee 
AMS de) Cqt 6 wa fea we de ot wart @ nearst was OE aes 2 fH 
fea zu vq a fin weer ag ag fea! Ga eat ot wd ftur fes age uffo 7 
ae 3 ua fea Gai ow Afsard aes ofarnt| 1733 fee oda S Hae S fHurt ot 
Sears F Saw a wer ase Ae age Bet sera Ot fess Sat Stes come 
fu an. aud fiw fea seve ut fide farGe t AW Je cu a ue G ABW 
fest fa seat ot fies A. aus fiw 3 gent AS 

A, aus fiw S erst ct Aer Aavwe fue, elf Dc EP ie 
@ sun wer four faos Rees Spot AeSbut aves Farsi, UTS HT 
de! few few ac 09 Ho! fut O Ge are wan wt fares ays <a at Og 
3 weH $ ¢ wat fee ee feat!) wal Ae S eat Gus Ss fut er fea vs wer 
a @nx a at ge vs dy fea Ss On 6 deenrfont of Ae Here, fAet wee mS 
3a mt ager ve ot out fea nee age Ut her Fu fest! ea wat Wet Tule 
Qua =e ftut o seer ee gar fest, fan 3 Ste edbot ST Hee auar, GH Gus 
me HOES TT THE AIT 3 Oo few WMT TH RES aes St fenter y 

| 

waite fies are fue fiw Heard S arait ot ad | HeaG SS fur S afsars free 
S'S Snes saa’ wits ea ad fiw Ane Bal fern! Gy an wed ager vez 
faest aga <0 oet| seve gue fifu 3 age ee § Ua ales fee Se fest wo 
ot fest Sa We oS Wen ST aera wale St Hes Gus Ter yRaw FT farw 
Dead Set set US co Ae Sd Wa SF wu A a fon, Tat we fest ga Hat 
Has Bal | fest ct nears S Sn fes fruit SH Tet seowg w fies oda e HaeTs 
$ ofurfenr faGta fiu Gn @ feos fea Seore adt Ho aad fest vt Haas 
4 fen fie neers Fader we S erat urebat | Gx S Het 1735 Pet fes war 
& fest woe wes ag well wails was atat pre fue wen 3 Gas set ade 
Wa fee <t ¢eore aa as fest fen sgt ede wa fee fea For 2D far 
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Kapoor Singh installed as Nawab 


Nawab Kapoor Singh was born in 1697 AD at village Kalon, district Sheikhupura. 
ris father was Chowdhary Dalip Singh Virk. While still a child, he had learnt by heart 
from his mother sufficient verses by the Gurus. His thinking and life had been moulded 
by her mother as those of Singhs by telling him the stories of the Gurus. His father was 
very fond of raising good horses. In this way he had effortlessly obtained training in 
riding, use of spears and other weapons in his home. He took baptism—Amrit from 
Bhai Mani Singh on the gathering on Vaisakhi at Amritsar in 1721 AD. 

After the martyrdom of Bhai Tara Singh in 1726 AD, the Singhs passed a resolution 
and started looting the royal treasuries. When the government failed to nab those looting 
the treasuries, the officials spent their anger on Sikhs living in villages and towns. 
Annoyed by the atrocities of the government in this way, Sikhs living in villages and towns 
joined the squads of Singhs. In those days, Kapoor Singh joined the squad of Diwan 
Darbara Singh. Immediately after joining the squad he started taking active part in the 
Khalsa's programme of seizing government treasures. In a short time he became famous 
among all the Singhs and everyone began to respect him. In 1733 AD, the governor of 
Lahore vexed with the loot of the Singhs, sent robes of Nawabship to make peace with 
them. Diwan Darbara Singh saw all the qualities needed to shoulder the responsibilities 
of Nawabship and suggested to the congregation to bestow the robes on Kapoor Singh. 

After taking up the service as Nawab, Kapoor Singh first of all sent messages to 
recall all those Singhs who had been spending their days in jungles, hills and marshes 
along river banks on account of oppression of the government. There was great increase 
in the numbers of the Khalsa due to return of the Singhs. He organised the Khalsa 
into two Dals—army groups. Budha Dal was formed consisting of Singhs over forty years 
of age and was entrusted with the service of upkeep of Gurdwaras, preaching of Sikh 
thought and helping the Taruna Dal in wars at the time of need, The other Taruna Dal 
consisted of Singhs below forty and their duties consisted of helping the suffering and 
needy, fighting the enemy who attacked the nation and establishment of Khalsa 
fovernment in the country. 

After the grant of the estate, the Singhs were no more the rebels against the 
government. With grant of respect from the government, the youths started partaking 
Amrit and becoming Singhs. The numbers of Taruna Dal greatly increased in a short time. 
Nawab Kapoor Singh divided Taruna Dal into five squads. Due to increase in numbers, 
the income of the estate was insufficient for the upkeep of the Khalsa. To meet the 
expenses, the squads of Taruna Dal started raiding into areas outside the province of 
Punjab such as Hissar, Hansi and upto Delhi. The government of Delhi held the governor 
of Lahore responsible for the loot by the Singhs in the country because the Singhs did 
not commit any robberies in his province. The government of Delhi reprimanded 
Zakria Khan for this. He forfeited the estate given to the Khalsa in May 1735 AD. After 
the confiscation of the estate, the Khalsa started loot in the state of Lahore also for a 
living. In this way there was disturbance in the province of Lahore once again. 
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AY SPH ysut 


Het-1935 Set fea we ot wails asa ad Bet get! GA fue Hur a aude 
We fea at Sears ug a fest! vad we & fitut o wow as Bet fea amt 
2H Ss fest! Gnd ome fars fee Set Hewat ow Set Cn S SA we 2 fust 
© suet mS Hardt “enet @ Hut S HSH ads = Van ad fest! ea GAS 
fiwt ¢ faa Ua aes stout, fhut § cage afent, fiut at a te Stent S 
feo @2 ye ae fos wo fut ot fad fam ot ee aes Slot S ee de 
ners ad fest| fist ud afsst S$ es & ftw Aaet we ust S vs Te! Hears 
fag' fhut $ ca Sel Gat 4 aus fea ad wa sHld oe oO mdle ag fest Ate! 

gga ee ene wWols wea de + uss at OH, fore 1S atartad Se ae 
de Ho | feds Fe es Sel WS Cl Sa TT Sag gaa’ HAAS At! fen Bet aes qua 
ffu wu noe A fdhut a ne & og ules fon We ore fhw wR eS Te 
aren rer ful} Got et gs Het atst S seve ays fu wt ary fs Stem 
Bar ner fiur S aera aus fiw & fea fea deat att, ‘ ‘ove o ufvet Hat faamas 
3 ors Gare aetnt ot wet wa WS food 3 feed few Bears aed aS oa” 
sey aud fifw S aetnt of poet aaa 2 oS BS HON Sa we fesa Eau ad 
a yar wrest feu So Hu fear! 

oar ne fru we gel BS a seu aud ful we We ANS Hdde Ss 4 VSG 
us) HEUTE WH Feret Ss watt } Seer Tear we wed] uff wade oe 
seg faut 3 oad Gua afar us fut 3 oeee OHS nf al Bust de fee & Afar | 
Sey aud fw a, a ay Adds © yas feu Al, He He's fenti GA fue’ 1736 
dinet ot dtevat oifigans wT a HosGe |r Yorn wer & fifi 3 Wifsut 8 fo Gn 
ui $ is Be) Jeet ve S afmnt S we seve qua ftw 2 vifane fee dest 
Hoe 3 tae w ust sor ot Gg St uve $ us uel BS ws feds gas ses 
Wa | der ve ndes feu fears aa a vidi eu forw | Gu 3 afore Us @ a chore 
aist 3 urver 3a wea ag font) ager vse Bae aes Tt far 

aad aes S We Aut S wfysnd de et wed Us ot GAS dles Buus Te 
® Ha dad ene a fut 3 wan ada Bel ga fest! cles Buu Te 4 WAG 
Un a oe ees Gus cHe as fest) Fe ve wel wa SH ST Sas Tas’ HHS 
d faput| sey que fiw & ager es 6 Hes fee Une vw Head’ gu feat S nm 
We & & @ fue Jee Te! Hass C Sa Cal S sae ve or fxfeor | dare wT 
Hay ¢ Hes fees wat ea ot Hut owe det seed val, fan feu Buys ge eT 
gala’ Val Ue, AWS WS S TS WS SHS He Te! Buus ae few wit owe 
wr & ora & ys fara fiw wreatbat S Hee, Tao, US Sae feut Swe Je 
ediewe 2s fsas ae! 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


Encounters during Oppression 


The estate of the Khalsa was confiscated in may 1735 AD. After that, the Singhs 
started looting in the Lahore province also. Zakria Khan again deployed army patrols 
to finish the Singhs. He reduced the army when he did not succeed in his aim but 
ordered village headmen and government officers to finish the Singhs. Secondly, he 
started giving rewards to those presenting heads of Singhs, helping in arrest of 
Singhs or giving any information about them. He also issued a proclamation that 
anyone helping the Singhs in any way would be punished. The Singhs left villages 
and towns and went to jungles and hills. Any Singh upon whom the government 
could lay his hand was brought to Lahore and martyred there after great torture. 

The squads of Tanina Dal had already gone towards Hansi, Hissar and Bikaner. 
When the estate was withdrawn, it was difficult for Budha Dal to take on the 
provincial army. So, Nawab-Kapoor Singh went to Baba Ala Singh, the Raja of Patiala 
with his squad of eight hundred Singhs. Baba Ala Singh treated them very well and 
partook Amrit from Nawab Kapoor Singh. Baba Ala Singh requested Nawab Kapoor 
Singh one day, "Please chastise the nobles bordering my state before you leave who 
continue plundering my area." Besides chastising the nobles, Nawab Kapoor Singh 
captured area upto Sunam and handed it over to him. 

Taking leave of Baba Ala Singh, Nawab Kapoor Singh proceeded towards Sirhind 
with his force. Accepting presents from the devotees and plundering the defiants with 
force reached Sirhind. The Nawab of Sirhind came forward to face the Singhs but 
could not hold on far long due to sudden attack by the Singhs. Nawab Kapoor Singh 
secured all that was there in the treasury of Sirhind. After that, deciding to celebrate 
the Diwali of 1736 AD at Amritsar, the Singns turned and rode that way. When the 
squads of Taruna Dal came to know of the programme of Nawab Kapoor Singh to 
celebrate Diwali at Amritsar, they, too, marched towards Punjab. Both the forces 
reached Tarn Taran simultaneously. The Budha Dal marched forward after a holy 
dip in the pool, Reaching Amritsar, they lit the Harmandir with lamps and set up 
camp at Basarke. Taruna Dal stayed back at Tarn Taran. 

When Zakria Khan came to know of the stay of the Singhs at Amritsar, he sent 
Diwan Lakhpat Rai with an army of seven thousand men to finish them. Diwan 
Lakhpat Rai reached Basarke and attacked the Singhs. It became hard for the Budha 
Dal to face the royal army. Nawab Kapoor Singh sent a message to Taruna Dal to 
join him in the battlefield and himself.started retreating with his force. The Taruna 
Dal joined them near Khem Karan. There was a fierce fight between the Singhs and 
the royal army in the battlefield at Hazara Shah Mukeem. Duni Chand, a nephew 
of Lakhpat Rai and commanders Jamal Khan and Tatar Khan were killed in the 
battle. Lakhpat Rai suffered defeat at the hands of the Singhs and returned to 
Lahore. The Singhs proceeded towards Wazirabad, passing through Gurdaspur and 
Pathankot and chastising those who defied them on their way. 
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1738 inet sa “earfonata mS funved fest an et nuts Aa! Het 1738 erat 
feg otfed rd 3 bes Sot a mearfansrs ver feet | 20 Seas 1738 Linst S furrea 
Gus wa ads fue Go ade Se ef | wadbat ws S 11 Waeedt 1739 eimet S 
a qaere afue fest 3 Gret ge BS & fest & we fuen'| sera aus few 6 We ofed 
Hd © IHS Uf yaa feat st Sat S Aon Aft S Uae Une @ Wad 3H fos! wen 
6 Una Un & ont G Gest me Haas @ Hest S Hoe WG ad fear! 

Den HUE WW et eH So Gass SHAN Gus oe Se fue ofed wu 9 HUY 
1739 Binet & fest ufos fee ous Tew | fest S Ga 5 wet 3, Se wT He fan fea 
afad dle, Sus-8 SH, Had Ga ST Ast Ss ASS, Sh FS TUE BSS | Pas, 
fea are wet, Hs dave US, TH UG GS, F Tes aclas, fea A sty yASSF, = 
H Sod, fa non, cA Ueo-wre, fea A otas 3 at vers Baa Ssam wen wags 
Bel aq ag tts S ston | Uae ot et SF wee Bet Gu Feel Weel AadE FT ust 
feora feet get deat clout yare © faad need Us fom | oes ays feu ¢ vere 
tare MOA Rut Se wf 4 ated wa a fle ot foo aes See" ag ad fear 
faut & Ga Sus fea 7S SU We a we Seb 6 ea font S as AS Be ST HS 
te Tea | 

ated WS Ae nue TSS ST Se We ST US Sa St Gu S Hur Gus ws 
an otfent ua Go ad ay at Afon| Go Arer cheat wadhot ure & fHut a fonts 
due et sate ae fern | wad ws 3 otfed a © AS fue fHut Gus ufsat aw 
<t <u “ifaoreg ads ug oe foes fiw edd ow Ae Ss a CA Hient fes vs Te 
1 HSS 1745 etRet S Hada ws Vt He T Tet! Sd ws HES] St wee Bet 
Fade wa & Use fee sor We d fom Ga ye ow os So gf fiw uns feg 
MT Te | WG TA At fed HSH Ut forest Fs =U Tet! 14 magus S PS sl SS 

ened 1747 tne fea ~aerst 3 fens Gus sHe" ag fea") oa St Hees GH 
ae sae feu gs Tet war 4 afysnd 6 were aseYe set GA Gus usret ag 
aaa ad fat | SHS 29 Wes 1748 Bnet ot Sat vated wfus fears T a HoT 
@n fea ou sGet fag et ato cut oet, FA fw arosevate 6 Ao Rees afi 
fart ma Gu et neta Bet vA Hea vt od weet Tet! Bea ave fiw wen a 
fea SH aH mares} as A 7 mages 1753 einet & de } fw 7 ae 
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Release of Captives from Nadir Shah 


Afghanistan and Peshawar were under the rule of Delhi upto 1738 AD. Nadir 
Shah came from Iran in May 1738 AD and subjugated Afghanistan. After 
capturing Peshawar on 20th November, 1738 AD, he advanced towards Lahore. 
Zakria Khan, the governor of Lahore conceded defeat after brief resistance. Nadir 
Shah let Zakria Khan continue as governor of Lahore and proceeded to Delhi 
with his army. When Nawab Kapoor Singh got the news of attack of Nadir Shah, 
he sent messages to all the squads to come to Punjab. On reaching Punjab, the 
Khalsa started looting the rich and chastising the lackeys of the government. 

After defeating the army of Emperor Mohammad Shah at Karnal, Nadir Shah 
entered Delhi on 9th March, 1739 AD. He marched back to Iran on 5th May with 
booty which included Koh-i-noor diamond, Peacock throne, gold and jewels worth 
seven hundred million, two hundred million as compensation for war, one 
thousand elephants, seven thousand horses, ten thousand camels, two thousand 
artisans, one hundred eunuchs and’ several thousand boys and girls to work as 
_ slaves. To save himself from the heat of Punjab, he marched in haste and taking 
a hilly route of Sirhind reached Akhnoor on the bank of river Chanab. In 
accordance with the plan chalked out by Nawab Kapoor Singh, the squads of 
Singhs started looting the caravan following Nadir Shah. Making guerilla attacks 
night and day, the Singhs freed all the prisoners and deprived him of a lot of 
the booty. 

When Nadir Shah came to know of the looting of his caravan, he was enraged 
with the Singhs but could not do anything. While departing, he said to Zakria 
Khan to keep watch on the Singhs. After the departure of Nadir Shah, Zakria 
Khan started committing still greater astrocities on the Singhs. The Singhs left 
the province of Lahore and moved to other states. Zakria Khan died on Ist July, 
1745 AD. Fighting started among his sons for the governorship of Lahore and 
Multan. Taking advantage of their fighting, the Singhs came to Punjab. The 
number of Singhs considerably increased in eight, ten years that followed. On 
14th October, the Diwali day, Nawab Kapoor Singh divided the Khalsa army into 
thirty squads. 

Abdali attacked India in December 1747 AD, The Government became busy 
in war against him. The Khalsa marched on Amritsar to liberate the city. Salabat 
Khan, the ruler of Amritsar was killed in the battle. The Khalsa occupied 
Amritsar. The Khalsa celebrated Vaisakhi on 29th March, 1748 AD, by 
assembling at Harmandir Sahib, Foundation of Ram Raoni fort was laid that day. 
Jassa Singh Ahluwalia was nominated the joint chief and a ten member 
committee was formed ta advice him. Nawab Kapoor Singh went to his heavenly 
abode on 7th October, 1753 AD after leading the Khalsa for a long time. 
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Heed HA fry woes Sle GF ASH 3 Het 1718 eet } eet wes ftw So wa, fis ore 
fay augess fea der) Sat et war, A. aw ftw et ge, sat weve we aifipsurdt atet 
Atl Gud Hed S WH @ fagaH Held Pas S a alesa Gas Balt, AW fAw 4 as feaset 
fen sgt ir ftw 22 de ot gewet we ie Sait wa atega w ha te 3 forr | 1722 Sine 
fea get wea fifu oreraa vast as oe, fan oe wt Use dt fea GA & oe af oe 

1723 timet fea orgs fle St has Wa Wes ade 2 cons Bet fest wet) Gx Aas 
2 ae dn fiw ot wa at Gn é ae @ & feat vet Tet wa Fea ag 4 We Gat we 
ataas Hear at Gat S arué um feat dy feu) AA fw e we feat ad, faa Bats 
aeret 3 wake fefsrn uses ¢ ae ae eunt et fete set) 1729 einet fea A. aw 
iu at 6 =un Uae S mre) Gat feat feu w. ays fiw wwe Ae aS agaaug Sfad 
de Aa! w. aw ftw Gat S fase we Sa AH fiw we oruel se 6 aS S ae gat 
Hed ‘oA Of ea’ & ataga AAT fAw we Gat St ura" 4 atatl we © feu § alega wT 
ume arfent! Gat & east ag a Ha fhw So Gat et war S fea vols wet wwe ates 
as set aye umm dy fe 

an fiw et ftet fs we 4 A. aud fy 3 Ho feu) fea Holey Sw ave fue A. wy 
fiw ma Ht Uae we sel far de stn. gue fw a A. ew fiw § gaat ad a AH fry 
 nmuat de 8 fan 3 wmud wn de fori w aud fiu & an fiw } wu nifys gar 
a wer vt afvet o Guen feat Ages St orfemr men Fa & fut 4 AAT fu | gat 
Ase dt wAsd fetenr wae wWe-nedt fey fala ag fest) w. qua ftw A AAT fw et fneret 
ust set eet Uet See Ut Beret! Gn faded 4 AA fiw S chen S feat avs fire 
ages’ fay fea| 14 waged 1745 einet § tievat 2S fea vv fiw § vs weH c fea 
wa ot meretet Fu fest ret 

Ha<d 1746 einet feo A. Hut fdu owe F. Ah ffw ogee shor nue aft AS 
urat Ys 3 a ad wal and feu Sat whew Oat S wa wer uae set aa! Ga Got 
Gud wnaee U soe HAUS ge BS THe" ag fest! Ga saret fea fay fiw a wet 
Gus 86 AAus we ot faa ou four) feo Su a GA ct wet SH FH Tet S few wet 3 
vat fog US Te! des Buus Te BAe sue ao ct Hs fhut @ Te de ot use vat 
a Gn @ faut 8 wou aga et ann uw a, ede Afod @ We fhy VaTHeTG MS Haast Sag 
10 HSS 1746 Bnet 4 ase ase fees we Gu wy Sura’ 3 eH BS A ase U war 
age ats wa fea dae § Set wet a oda S orfenr, fas Gai } srt 2 a@ Hdte ata! 
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Inheritance of Jassa Singh Ahluwalia 


Jassa Singh Ahluwalia was born on 3rd May, 1718 AD at Ahlu village in 
Kapurthala district. His father was Bhai Badar Singh. His mother was sister of 
5S. Bhag Singh. She was a baptised lady with religious thoughts. After the recital of 
her daily prayers, both in the morning and evening, she used to sing hymns 
accompanied by two-stringed instrument and asked Jassa Singh to join her. In 
this way Jassa Singh started learning Gurbani—'Guru's word’ while still a child 
and developed a liking for singing hymns. Bhai Badar Singh died all of a sudden 
and the mother and son were left to support each other in 1722 AD. 

In 1723 AD, the devotees of village Ahlu went to Delhi for an audience with 
mother Sunder Kaur. Jassa Singh's mother also accompanied those devotees 
taking him along with her. When mother Sunder Kaur listened their recital, she 
kept them at Delhi with her. Jassa Singh stayed at Delhi for six years where besides 
learning Gurbani and religious history, learned Persian also. Bhag Singh brought 
them back to Punjab in 1729 AD. At that time Nawab Kapoor Singh was camping 
at Kartarpur with his squad, When Bhag Singh went to meet him, he took his sister 
and Jassa Singh along with him. The next morning Jassa Singh and his mother 
performed the recital of Asa-Di-Var. The Singhs of the squad liked the recital very 
much and they requested them to stay with them for a month for recital, 

The sweet talk of Jassa Singh won the affection of Nawab Kapoor Singh. When 
Bhag Singh with his sister and nephew got ready to leave after one month, Nawab 
Kapoor Singh requested Bhag Singh and adopted Jassa Singh and kept him with 
him. Nawab Kapoor Singh, himself, administered Amrit to Jassa Singh and taught 
him the discipline of the Khalsa. In accordance with the wishes of their chief. the 
Singhs of the squad made Jassa Singh adept in use of weapons and horsemanship. 
Nawab Kapoor Singh entrusted Jassa Singh with the responsibility of distributing 
fodder anc grain for the horses. That responsibility taught Jassa Singh patience 
and love for all. On 14th October, 1745 AD, the Diwali day, Jassa Singh was 
entrusted with the command of a squad of Khalsa army. 

in January 1746 AD, Sukha Singh and Jassa Singh Ahluwalia were 
proceeding with their squads towards the hills. Their squads stopped at Rori Sahib 
on their way to prepare food. The commander of Aimanabad, Jaspat Rai, attacked 
them there. In that battle, Nibahu Singh cut off the head of Jaspat Rai who was 
riding an elephant. Seeing this, his army fled and the Singhs entered the marshes 
of river Ravi. When Diwan Lakhpat Rai came to know of the death of his brother 
at the hands of the Singhs, he vowed to finish them. On 10th March, 1746 AD, 
he got all the Sikh shopkeepers and government employees of Lahore killed and 
himself marched to the marshes of Kahnuwan with army and artillery to finish 
the Singhs in the area. In that lesser holocaust, Lakhpat Rai murdered seven 
thousand Singhs and took three thousand as prisoners who were brought to Lahore 
and tortured to death. 
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Shed 1747 Finest feo fone wr eel S ates Gus ufos oHe ate) Bra 
eo Weed Wd eH hte bn poh 
nee deat woe Gor & nifsne Gus aga aa fen) 29 Wes 1748 SST 
& ufates wha feats ag & on Tet fas ot ata de fest! Gu fea A avr fru 
meee S Ae Aes BU a Sa ct WaT Bel eH Wea Ut fea ahet weet 
aet| @n anet = tua fue a a@ fine 3 noes Fe | 

9 mis 1748 eet o He WS Bde ws Hess BT oe Hee feuds den! 
6n Ss dat He S atue cles vecrfear 3 ufges vies Buus we | sho By gue 
was ater) eet Su Ga uit fee far) vis Su teva Gar ne S aus uit 
Has Oo a, SH Sus Te SS a fut S ves ag fest | aes AA fy 
maeeele & gan wens Ga S ect fea Sq fest fer faa Go S ats wu Ge 
font) Big wa HESS eT yay ota ase fue ve WS B fut S ws age Bet 
anat fa es fest) ftu Gr er fear es 3 efx nfo fee 38 oe wea 
@ aes velar da SoA. AH ftw mrowsevste Sow. AAT fiw oHesle S Saat 
ft tna otat! waders Hit fiw wrege wl? 3 feu duo gan fest uaF WAT TAW 
THalshut mus Wa AHS GH wH daa dT farm 

Mase 1748 eet fee wen teal Hae wet nifyane fedae den vig 
HS S feds Je frtut $ des set Sx on fest S asus S Shes 3 Ws feu vee 
age oT gan as fest) Un A fut 3 on wet fag fee uss 3 Set S wat Farsi 
fey US qe | ode wes WSud Sha gat TH TRa|t S war ur a Goa TePHt | S Hts 
© ud fue <f oat Fe a det! A. aa fw oMoSshw HSug et wat urge sal 
en fea At fea fea Gu we Fe OS & oAt Se eas Hur g a fife! GA 
& dat wed des dat ne S aS wT et Cove wet wéa Sf) Got feat 
feg wees} & Gat UHS ad feat! Hig HS S Sle Ss Aa" He St AST HS a Ast 
wr wet Gor feet J wSeH 6 Wald @ ad We’ ag Bet 

Het 1749 Sinet feu WU Ses 6 HSS Sud weer ag fen! Hie HS SB Vlets 
aa’ HS S yBstS Bad ads BET sft Go Are Thee eA cars ftw, wees 
an thy nrageraté vt wsreret de gaat aa 3S faeer | wo Beret We S 2a 
Gud sgat de fea or Afeor | wo Send SWS we fus ches Gat HS ST HESS 
Gua aaa d fapw| fer fas et ust fee ches dat He S Hie HS WH We St 
Wate fea eur age fear 

1751 Set fea wees} 4 fed gHe ag fest! Hla HS S SH S mTYeST HES 
Bet getfent| savet devs Hw Gud ode & Suyts SS WS yaHeS We ages 
HS 6 WSH S uTuUSl we a faders Slog FT ws Vt Wells wes ad wet Ss fur 
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Leadership of the Panth 


Ahmed Shah Abdali attacked India for the first time in December 1747 AD. 
Shah Niwaz, the governor of Lahore was defeated and fled to Delhi. Taking 
advantage of the change in government at Lahore, the Khalsa occupied Amritsar. 
Singhs assembled at Harmandir on 29th March, 1748 AD and laid the foundation 
of Ram Rauni fort. Jassa Singh Ahluwalia was appointed joint chief on that day 
and a ten member committee was set up to advise him. The members of that 
committee became heads of the misls later on. 

Mir Mannu was appointed new governor of Lahore and Multan on 9th April, 
1748 AD. He nominated Kaura Mal as his Diwan and imposed a fine of Rupees thirty 
lakhs on Lakhpat Rai, the previous Diwan. He was able to pay twenty two lakhs. 
Diwan Kaura Mal took him over after paying the balance eight lakhs and handed 
him over to the Singhs. On the orders of Chief Jassa Singh Ahluwalia, he was tied 
in a lavatory where he suffered for six months. After setting right the administration 
of Lahore and Multan, Mir Mannu deployed army patrols to finish the Singhs. The 
Singhs left his territory and moved to other provinces. Adina Beg, the commander 
of Jalandhar made an offer to Jassa Singh Ahluwalia and Jassa Singh Ramgarhia 
to join his service. Jassa Singh Ahluwalia turned down the offer but Jassa Singh 
Ramgarhia, with his squad, took up employment with him. 

The Khalsa assembled at Amritsar in October 1748 AD to celebrate Diwali. 
Mir Mannu sent an army to encircle the assembled Singhs and ordered the 
commander of Jalandhar to help in the siege. Five hundred Singhs took shelter 
in the Ram Rauni fort and the rest moved to the jungles. The forces of Lahore and 
Jalandhar laid siege to the fort. The fortress could not be taken even after a siege 
of two months. Jassa Singh Ramgarhia was there in the forces of Jalandhar that 
had laid the siege. One day, he along with his squad, joined the Singhs inside the 
fort. From there, he sent a message to Diwan Kaura Mal to lift the siege. Abdali 
mounted a second attack at that time. Accepting the council of Diwan Kaura Mal, 
Mir Mannu lifted the siege and made peace with the Khalsa giving them an estate. 

Shah Niwaz captured Multan in May 1749 AD. Mir Mannu sent Diwan Kaura 
Mal to retake Multan. He recruited and took with him ten thousand Singhs under 
the command of Chief Jassa Singh Ahluwalia. Shah Niwaz could not face the 
Khalsa for long. Shah Niwaz was killed and Diwan Kaura Mal occupied Multan. 
As a reward for this victory, Diwan Kaura Mal got Mir Mannu to increase the estate 
of the Singhs. © 

Abdali again attacked in 1751 AD. Mir Mannu called the Khalsa for his help. 
In the course of battle, the Khalsa returned to Amritsar due to cannon fire by the 
Lahore artillery on them. Mir Mannu was defeated by Abdali in that battle. Blaming 
the Khalsa for his defeat, Mir Mannu confiscated the estate of the Khalsa and 
redeployed army patrols to finish the Singhs. 
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HSS'S BS-oH a fasta 


4 Seed 1753 BRS S He HS St HS T Tel! GH ot feds Hee SIH S Bas 
ot needt Has Bet! Hw de ot oe Go d dara eun ot ae Gai feat fea 
Wer et Was Ws ZU Tet| Ay Ade TG BAST ce SSl anel © SA Hea Ss 
oH funest 2 neere wry fest fara | mse ebut 3 eeabut funst Cai SF Sudbai 
HS | Haste Agetat @ festa? ot at aes St fates Has Bet! fags fs 
Gat et aut fea ar are GH tT aut furs o Hees o TAH Tet! fis ses GH 
6 SHS @ Umet tow fee | 

1756 tinet 2 ug fee oe & usu sus feos fomr| yore Ha CH a Gud 


2g fe | waerst @ fan ayat cue vt fee At fe ftut 3 Gnd Seer S Sebo 
$ exGe yg ag feo) weeret 3 ade Un & wrué farsi wat 3 Uae Sue 
Wy $ 3S feed wo wes S awe ws S On & ofes ay fest! Ga wy was 
3 ye fara) ee wt uae ota aes fus Sue 3 ftut S yon aes Bet HTS NS 
$ Sa & & vifqane sf Gx S wet 1757 eine fea on wQet $ wa fee, 
nffisnd & aet deed eet fos S ulead Heed dS aS geet fear : 

udtet da S ASue St Seed, wer ct yee oe eum Se fue, nad? na 
WH el Hee SS 21 Hdd 1758 Bnet 6 HGd]e Gus aga ag fant GH file 
Hddtemut & 11 mites 1758 einet & Sue uit ards fs & meter Bar S Fu fren 
Vara @ eH wee furs nreter Sar fit S vars D feer | GH S SATS 15 Haad 
1758 & mM ufant | Qn fue 30 waged } Gaus ete 3 3a Gn ow Usd one So 
Wen unt wa uw a gH fame wen 3 @n a fewer oruer omit fee 3 fen 

MESS! & Hdd ent S AUS Bet vases 1759 Stet fed was Sug VAS THs" 
ats! 14 Heed 1761 HnSt S meevst S nadfent } ushus @ hes fea gat 
udt sgt wa te fue fest us & fos S ye Stew! 22 Hes 1761 SHet S Gu 
fest 3 Se ots J wet gare Hodfent 3 get wer a S sf) AS Cn ot AA 
vf HaeH Sut ot fut 3 Gn S Sear Ss Seta } eer ye ag fear: One 
HUSH Une Ga HSH S Wd Fel wat Be 

22 “Masud 1761 Shel 6 Ses Ha'Ge Bel wen nifhsnd Blan | WBA S 
WHS WH add Sd SA a Wa w fen! wfss S usefant & aaers AH fit 
“ISS JAS wa ad a wld Ce ede Ue feds! WeH S ufos ales A a 
Head cans avy ad Bet | GH fea wen 4 Hae AAT Hw wea S HSS S- 
Gs-du ot ueet & a factor 3 ode F nrver flan wes ats fan Gus sari 
fea Gad Hed, wa fo fiw sed t we ats fra Ses dt aI 
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Title of King of Nation 


Mir Mannu died on 4th November, 1753 AD. His widow, Murad Begam, assumed 
the governorship of Lahore. The Singhs took advantage of the situation and returned 
-o Punjab. The strength of the Khalsa increased greatly in those days. The ten members 
of the consultative committee of the joint chief were appointed heads of ten misls. These 
did not include the Ahluwalia and Phulkian misls. The heads of the misls took up the 
responsibility of defending different areas. It became the responsibility of the misl's head 
to defend the village that came under his protection. The villagers gave him one fifth of 
the produce of their land. 

The administration of Lahore deteriorated greatly in the beginning of 1756 AD. 
Murad Begam called Abdali to launch his fourth attack on India. Abdali returned from 
Delhi in April 1757 AD with sixteen Mughal princesses. thousands of slaves and 
valuables worth millions of Rupees. Chief Jassa Singh Ahluwalia allocated different areas 
to the Khalsa forces to free the prisoners from Abdali. No sooner abdali crossed river 
Yamun:: than the Singhs started looting him and freeing the prisoners. On reaching 
Lahore, Abdali appointed his eleven year old son Temur Shah, the governor of the new 
‘aken territory and Jahan Khan his assistant, He himself returned to Kabul. After setting 
‘ight the administration of Lahore, Temur Shah sent Jahan Khan with an army te 
Amritsar to finish the Sikhs. In May 1757 AD, he demolished Ram Rauni and many 
Gurdwaras of Amritsar and filled the holy pool with sand. 

After regaining the command of Jalandhar with the help of the Khalsa, Adina Beg 
captured Sirhind on 21st March, 1758 AD with the help of the Khalsa and Marathas. 
On llth April, 1758 AD Marathas captured Lahore from Temur Shah and handed it over 
to Adina Beg. On becoming the ruler of Punjab, Adina Beg became enemy of the Sikhs. 
He met his death on 15th September, 1758 AD. His son, Hasan Beg suffered defeat at 
the hands of the Khalsa near Urmur Tanda on 30th October and fled. The Khalsa took 
under their protection the area governed by him. 

Abdali mounted his fifth attack on India in October, 1759 AD to teach a lesson to 
the Marathas. After inflicting a humiliating defeat on the Marathas at Panipat on 14th 
January, 1761 AD, Abdali reached Delhi and looted it mercilessly. He started back from 
Delhi on 22nd March, 1761 AD with his booty and twenty-two thousand Marathas as 
prisoners. When his army crossed Sutlej river, the Singhs started looting him and freeing 
the prisoners. The Khalsa liberated all the prisoners by the time he reached river Jehlam. 

The Khalsa assembled at Amritsar on 22nd October, 1761 AD to celebrate Diwali. 
On that day, the Khalsa took a resolve and surrounded Lahore. The prominent persons 
of the city made peace with Chief Jassa Singh Ahluwalia and opened the gates of the 
city. The Khalsa entered the city and captured the government mint. On that day, the 
Khalsa honoured Chief Jasaa Singh Ahhiwalia with the title of ‘King of the Nation’ and 
circulated their coins from Lahore which bore the same inscription in Persian that was 
there on the coins minted by Baba Banda Singh Bahadur. 
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HSH & We masa 1761 PRet fe ada Gus gaa ata’ St was GH A ueeTet 
@ wad ag festi meevat & HAT fee Gus ffenavs Gua set one ag fea) 3 aect 
1762 inet § Go ade Un fer | ee wer Gre age J ufsst wus ufseat § wae 
fea @se wet ue flew Atl 5 saedt S weet 3 fue wa wen et ects Gus au 2 
Sa vue a fest) Gx Ss wourd feu fea fea wer a wos sans dfew)| gaa de 
Gud wees & gdid w fer es fest| Gr fue neest nade Je dest 3 wes F ade 
udfent | eat + fea fea ufos Gx 3 offigana UA a afafed wfoe $ Sut aes Ose 
feat 3 Aded § Hee oS gee fea) Te dee wet yo fee Gu assed vient far 

Zs weuwrd fea we aun sta de fue wer 4 Het fee nade Que oH aa fest) 
Addd © Hees Wo WS SSH A UA Jad gue Se ad a Ae ag Bet! Ga fue wer 
4 Uae ar ft wtyet aut et Gaul wg ag fest 17 wages 1762 eineSt St crest nae 
Siam | fut & feet o Se F SUR an fest! meevst feo deast no a Afan! GH 
4 »ityane fue varet ag fest! 16 wages tt my S Go affisnd ue ferr| wen a 
17 “aged & Hed Hed maest Gua He ae feos"! Gn fea ct waret fee fHut 3 ogest 
S ays yo oe ata Ga Ts F Usd & ow Gor s ads | IH fom s wast He § 
ad ot aed HU & 12 exes S Go wry avgs 6 Ha fer 

meet & ave fue weA A we nue feera fed Has Se! weevst oe ad ae 
aeeowrfont ot Gast gs aa fest) 10 »te 1763 enet S Sal Hage wet feds Je 
HSH UWA ay Swe FHS 4 sfanre atat| HSA A GA St yas He a aH Gua vaet 
ad fest wer S cufed 28 ane ot oan ad cdl ea SG A ere S an 8 TaN GS 
wa} Gad ats dau & ds feos) qove ct fenst Gnd aun feerGe fue wens 
nfaa 3 fea fea we Gfew| seu 1763 Finest fe weet ¢ SH HGAS aS eniowe 
2 Sa Wen ot dag det! Go wee WH oe we St eum ye far 

13 Ho<dt 1764 Set SA. AA fH wTTeSTSte Ut woreTel do wen Rade Gua AT 
fern’ | gaat 1764 fea guaud U TH Aes fAW 6 WEA WH anges @ fedo wee wall! 
WH & Hat feud & sleds’ c fear RUTIAUG, WHAT, aUS', vast orfe ¥ See" As 
ag feat | satges S wer & farwat Su gue ge aa TAS Savet) TH Head fiw 4 
Seed 1764 Bret fea fest Gus gH ada AH HoH 4 fed Hee Bet yer font] A. A 
fiu woeeshe vest vara @ He S a fest un ae! 5 ecedt 1765 einet & want Wat 
fea Wen ot axtdee ae Zag cet, fan fee setdee oa wt a fie ve far wa Ox 
4 “gest } Hee Sel Hau’ 3H fea! 
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Abdali’s Defeat 


When the Khalsa occupied Lahore in October 1761 AD, Aakil Dass sent the 
information to Abdali. On receipt of the message, Abdali attacked India for the sixth 
time. He reached Lahore on 3rd February, 1762 AD. Dal Khalsa had moved towards 
Malwa to shift their families before his arrival. Abdali followed them and attacked their 
caravan from the rear on Sth February near Kup. In that greater holocaust the Khalsa 
suffered very heavy casualties on that day. Abdali gave up the pursuit of the caravan 
at dark and returned to Lahore on 3rd March via Sirhind. He reached Amritsar one 
day before Vaisakhi, demolished Harmandir with gun fire and filled up the sacred pool 
with the debris. He went to Kalanaur in June to spend the summer. 

After the wounds suffered in the greater holocaust had healed, the Khalsa attacked 
Sirhind in May. Zain Khan, the governor of Sirhind offered fifty thousand Rupees to 
the Khalsa and made peace. After that, the Khalsa came to Punjab and started 
collection of protection tax. To celebrate Diwali of 17th October, 1762 AD, the Singhs 
started gathering at Amritsar. Abdali sent his agent to Amritsar to make peace with 
the Khalsa. The Singhs robbed the messenger and sent him back. Abdali could not 
tolerate this dishonour. He marched on Amritsar. He reached Amritsar on the evening 
of 16th October. The Khalsa attacked Abdali early in the morning on 17th October. 
The Singhs inflicted heavy casualties on Abdali on that day. Taking advantage of 
darkness he fled to Lahore during the night. He entrusted the governorship of Lahore 
to Kabli Mal and himself returned to Kabul on 12th December. 

The Khalsa again took over their respective territories after the return of Abdali. 
They started reconstruction of the Gurdwaras demolished by Abdali. A Brahmin from 
Kasoor pleaded before the Khalsa assembled to celebrate Vaisakhi on 10th April, 
1763 AD, his grievances. Listening to his tale of woe, the Khalsa marched on Kasoor. 
The Khalsa punched upon the Kasoor army at noon when they were resting and 
punished Usman Khan, the ruler for his misdeeds. After restoring the Brahmin’s wife 
to him, the Khalsa plundered the city for three days. In November 1763 AD, the Khalsa 
had a fight with a general sent by Abdali near Wazirabad. He returned after defeat 
at the hands of the Khalsa. , 

The Khalsa attacked Sirhind on 13th January, 1764 AD under the command of 
Chief Jassa Singh Ahluwalia. The governor Zain Khan was killed in the battle. The 
Khalsa divided the territory of Sirhind among themselves. Jawahar Singh, the Raja 
of Bharatpur asked for help from the Khalsa against Najib-ud-Daula. Finding a chance, 
the Singhs started looting in Saharanpur Shambli, Kadhla, Ambli etc. which fell in 
the area controlled by Najib-ud-Daula. Najib-ud-Daula got rid of the Khalsa by paying 
Rupees eleven lakh. Raja Jawahar Singh again called the Khalsa to help him when 
he attacked Delhi in November 1764. Jassa Singh Ahluwalia reached Delhi with an 
army of fifteen thousand. The Khalsa and Najib-ud-Daula faced each other on 15th 
February, 1765 AD at Sabzi Mandi. Najib-ud-Daula retreated after defeat. He had 
already sent a message to Abdali for help. 
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mae S Ae Bd ws Ade Gus wee d age ot wad Het at Gn S ENE 
1764 md fed wHe" ad fea A. oss fw + fast wed neers Ue S a oe 
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aet ud aa far | WeH S 10 wis 1765 etret S Sat Ss fea nifyand fey 
Budd B= VT WaHsT UH atet 16 wits ot aa 4 gat Hoeat S ore Gus fan 
saret & fest aaa aa foo) ode & Hees aTHSt He wmETat } Sas fart Theor 
All war @ fed sya frat we ag fear) 

nee'Sl & Sad 1766 Stel feu val fend SS Set VHS ala! 22 THe 
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fornreioare @ wan Gus anidder S gest ag a On S 17 wee 1767 enet 
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mans és a age Se ot eum age 3 ye fer 
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ah wot fls naen t Guel qe Se HS! 1780 tinal fey Gat 8 august $ ead 
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© Ss woe ue ave dient] Sat } St we wer et net atest fan feu 
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Misls became Sovereign 


When Abdali came to know of the occupation of Lahore and Sirhind by the 
Khalsa, he attacked in December 1764 AD. All the chiefs except Charat Singh were 
out of Punjab. After occupying Lahore without any resistance, Abdali reached 
Amritsar where thirty odd Singhs engaged in upkeep of the gurdwara came to face 
his thirty thousand strong army. They fought to martyrdom giving excellent account 
of their bravery. Abdali moved towards Delhi on getting the message of Najib-ud- 
Daula. When he reached Kunjpur, he got the news of Najib-ud-Daula making peace 
with Raja Jawahar Singh. Abdali turned back from Kunjpur. 

In order to have it out with Abdali, Jassa Singh Ahluwalia called other chiefs 
also, The Khalsa gathered on the bank of river Sutlej near Phillaur and waited there 
for Abdali. When Abdali came to know of the Singhs blocking his way at Phillaur, 
he crossed the Sutle] at the ferry crossing at Ropar. The Khalsa clashed with him 
the next day. Harassed by continued guerilla attacks by the Singhs for seven days, 
Abdali crossed river Ravi in March 1765 without resting at Lahore. On 10th 
April, 1765 AD, the Vaisakhi day, the Khalsa passed a resolution at Amritsar to 
take over Lahore. The Bhangi chiefs occupied Lahore without any battle on the 
night of 16th April as Kabli Mal, the governor of Lahore, was away to see off Abdali. 
The Khalsa again started minting their coins. 

After great preparations, Abdali mounted his ninth attack in November 
1766 AD. He reached Mehmood Booti, near Lahore on 22nd December without a 
challenge. The Singhs slipped away before his arrival. Abdali realised that the 
Khalsa did not allow the governor appointed by him to stay at Lahore and the public - 
of Punjab was happy under the rule of the Khalsa. He sent his messengers to Jassa 
Singh Ahhiwalia and Hari Singh Bhangi. They refused to talk to Abdali. On getting 
a negative reply from the Khalsa, Abdali entrusted the governorship of Lahore to 
Dadan Khan on 29th December and himself started towards Delhi. At Ismileabad 
on the way Najib-ud-Daula requested him to return. At his request, Abdali turned 
back on 17th March, 1767 AD. Fearing guerilla attacks by the Khalsa, Abdali, at 
this time returned to Kabul via Kasoor instead of Amritsar-Lahore route. 

Seeing Abdali avoiding them in this way, the Khalsa who spent their days in 
jungles, marshes and mountain caves, became the master of the country. This 
achievement was the result of the blessings of the Guru, guidance of leaders like 
Jassa Singh Ahluwalia and bravery of the Singhs. The territory controlled by the 
mis] of Jassa Singh Ahluwalia comprised of area between river Sutlej and Beas, 
Jalandhar, some villages in Amritsar and Tarn Taran and thirty to forty villages 
towards southern bank of Sutlej. He capbured Kapurthala in 1780 AD and annexed 
it to his state. 

He died on 20th October, 1783 AD, near Amritear after taking a musk-melon. 
He lead the Khalsa for 35 years during which the Khalsa who spent their days and 
nights in jungles and mountains became the master of the territory between rivers 
Indus and Ganges. 
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Agee Het fw ee ASH Asset 1707 eet fes At Bo At aeHt sawe F wa,Hsat 
aaat, faa ode fes Teor) 1721 eet St Sant veSe wel wer aifysre ats | 
HSH Bet ag get fey yore St ndlet + fue fev ufue’ Sat Fa Her Ht fen fea 
fay Horst ve ca S UAbet | wer few 6 GA HS Gus Ae |& Har ffeeati Sat S frur 
ot afvet afset wus salt Sati Gat Ss Hw Hae | We wat fen! Het NSH de fue 
We wet BE! Gat pfant 4 fust fea Wa Gat 6 Huet wg ag fesr feat a fret 
awa wd Se Aa we ffut Gus yen als HS! Se T AGEs S WS NETH Tet HE 
a, ist @ guebyt 3 fut 6 eae o gan ag fest! Fees S Bae Pst SF Guat 
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Hut fRW @ Hols »ifysre safes fue nous we wat adat He arf | Ga Se BH 
an wa eHSsd WHTel Gu a fis Ue duct 4 Gn etas 6 fag, “SH oT Vad fiw 
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Sie yw Sei At Gn S maer@ fa Co ftur ot afuet es Fe.” Her ftw SF ws 
fus’ & Gus faur et sfvet faurce set faa us Gu at Hien | Aga S nf Hurara 
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4 Hee Bet wo fea eve ns fest! ws fee wel Gar at fen Set Hie ar fuse Siem 
Gn 6 arGe set us feds deve ct afan atst! Gn a fan, “HS ys fee ot ase de, 
H ani S feat Haar Sta AWeET oT” 

Het fiw et wea Fe a dee Stent fed fea 5 faw, “A a usa d at art 
vor ay ad a Hd fen og yo fee ga a Hoa ww fan § aet oe Sti” GH ot fAfeer 
He of Aw fh uo fed aud faae afer | ag feat fue fis 2 As OT Sure A. AH fw 
aude & ae ae, fils & gost ot ust S a wh afew! 9. aH ffw ut atfys ea a 
Hur fiw nul neat fea fru Aa fers) Fer few et Gua wa fee wHe de AY Ueda 
Hat ot atl Fees AH fAw GR et Ae St Bae Su a GH S Usa ct ag fuews aga 
Ba funt| wa fee Hut fiw & AAS vee 2 aS aS AA Sus atesa aaa at 
Tere fer | 

fea erat Hu fxul et Fe HTSt aeat fille = aa Vt Sw foo At) Far fiw oryS 
qaerg uw atfepn & a mus fis 3 Sust & w fifser fanet Ga wet det ag a 
3 fame Atl Gn uh arvet aresst St waret Hatt Ss Gn ofa Wat He S OR gy fess 
dust 3 Gn wih West tun Se SF ae as fest 3 far, “HW Ga uF Wat F UA ad 
& nae fags’ aust zs set Gus ug & Raare S aifanrerat fedu ws feo Te!” 
He fh gust = feo Gad ne & Ga a Gaere ag a nous va fees at fHfent! 
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Sukha Singh's Devotion of Sikhism 


Sukha Singh was born in January 1707 AD at Mari Kamboki, district Lahore. 
His father Sri Ladh Kalsi was a carpenter. The Khalsa assembled at Amritsar to 
celebrate Vaisakhi of 1721 AD. This was the first big gathering of the Khalsa after 
the martyrdom of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur. Sikh devotees reached from far off 
places for this assembly. Sukha Singh also had a chance to come to that fair. He 
liked the way of life of the Singhs very much. He made-up his mind to become a 
Singh. He stayed back at the gurdwara after the fair to serve the Singhs. The Singhs 
gathered at that fair organised themselves in small squads. Those squads started 
going to villages and punishing those who had looted homes of the Singhs and had 
committed atrocities on them. Getting news of the bloodshed, the governor of Lahore 
ordered the village headmen to get the Singhs arrested. The headmen started 
handing the Singhs over to the government for fear of the governor. 

Sukha Singh returned to his village Mari Kamboki after staying at Amritsar for 
nine months. Seeing his long hair and turban, the village headman said to his 
mother, "Your son has become a Singh. If someone informs the governor, he will 
send an army to surround the village. Please advise him to give up the ways of life 
of the Singhs." Sukha Singh's parents told him to give up the ways of the Singhs 
but he did not agree, Afraid of the atrocities of the government, his mother gave him 
dumplings with cannabis. When he became senseless with intoxication, she got his 
hair cut by the barber. When, on coming to senses, Sukha Singh found his hair cut, 
he jumped into a well to die. The water of the well was not deep and he did not die. 
The villagers tried to save him and take him out of the well. He told them, “Let me 
remain in the well. | prefer death to being without my hair." 

Hearing these words of Sukha Singh, one of the persons trying to rescue him 
said, "Die doing some good deed if you want to die. Nobody will gain anything if 
you drown yourself in this way." On being advised in this way, Sukha Singh came 
out of the weil. After a few days, he joined the squad of Sham Singh Narli who passed 
by the village, taking the mare of the village headman with him. Sukha Singh became 
a Singh in the true sense after taking baptism at the hands of Sham Singh. Sukha 
Singh was barely fifteen when he joined the squad. Chief of the squad, Sham Singh 
came to love him like a son on seeing his devotion to service. In the squad, Sukha 
Singh, learnt recitation of Guru's word with musical instruments besides the use 
of weapons. 

Once Sukha Singh's squad was passing by the village Mari Kamboki. With the 
permission from his chief, Sukha Singh went and met the village headman whose 
mare he had taken. He asked forgiveness for his mistake and placed before him 
money as price of the mare. The headman declined to take the money and said, "I 
cannot take money from one who is fighting the atrocities of the government ata 
great risk to his life.” At these words of the headman, Sukha Singh thanked him 
and joined his squad. 
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Adventures of Sukha Singh 


Diwan Lakhpat Rai attacked the Khalsa assembled to celebrate Diwali of 
1736 AD. When the Khalsa retaliated bravely, he fled to Lahore. After that, Zakria 
Khan, the governor of Lahore put a two thousand strong army under Qazi Abdul 
Rehman, the administrator of Lahore for a strict watch on Harmandir. In spite of 
the guard, one day Sukha Singh and Tharaj Singh reached Harmandir early in the 
moming and had a dip in the sacred pool. While departing, they raised the cry of 
the slogan "Waheguru Ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki Fateh" at the top of their voice. 
Listening the victory cry of the Khalsa, Qazi Abdul Rehman attacked the Singhs. 
Abdul Rehman was killed in the fighting and the Singhs joined their squad. 

Bhai Aghar Singh killed Qazi Abdul Razak, the police chief of Amritsar in 
October 1738 AD. Massa Ranghar succeeded him as police chief of Amritsar. 
He turned Harmandir into a dance hail. He had his parties there where liquor 
flowed, dancing girls danced while he himself sat on his bed and smoked hubble- 
bubble. First he finished Sikhs living at Amritsar, then he started harassing the 
Hindus. After the home of Tej Ram had been looted, he reached Bikaner. He 
narrated to Sham Singh, the chief of the squad, the misdeeds being carried out 
at Harmandir. Hearing about these misdeeds, Sukha Singh and Mehtab Singh 
reached the holy shrine to punish Massa Ranghar. With agility and valour, they 
presented the head of Massa Ranghar to their chief on the third day. 

In January 1746 AD, Sukha Singh and Jassa Singh Ahluwalia were moving 
to the hills with their squads. When they stopped at Rori Sahib to cook their 
food, Jaspat Rai, the commander of Aimanabad attacked them. Jaspat Rai was 
killed in the battle and his army fled. Following this, the chiefs joined the other 
squads camping in the marshes of Kahnuwan with their squads. When Diwan 
Lakhpat Rai got the news of death of his brother at the hands of the Singhs, 
he got the Sikhs of Lahore murdered and attacked the Singhs hiding in jungles 
with army and guns, In that lesser holocaust a gun shell hit the leg of Sukha 
Singh when he was going forward to attack Lakhpat Rai. His leg was broken by 
that cannon ball due to which he could not succeed in his objective. Sukha Singh 
got treatment for his leg on reaching Jaito. The leg got well after six months of 
treatment and he again started showing his exploits in the battles. 

In spite of heavy guard at Harmandir, Sukha Singh went and bathed in the 
sacred pool at will. At the time of first attack, Abdali had moved to Delhi leaving 
a small Pathan army at Lahore for administration. Sukha Singh had deflated 
the ego of that army by killing Girja Pathan, the bravest of them. Abdali mounted 
his third attack on India in December 175] AD. Mir Mannu asked Diwan Kaura 
Mal and called the Khalsa for help to Lahore. One day Sukha Singh attained 
martyrdom when he was trying to reach Adbali by crossing the Ravi with a few 
Singhs of his squads before he could reach him. 
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Jassa Singh Ramgarhia as a Landlord 


Jassa Singh Ramgarhia was born in 1723 AD at village Ichhogil, district Lahore. 
Giant Bhagwan Singh was his father. His grandfather, Bhai Hardas Singh had 
partaken Amrit-baptism at the hands of Guru Gobind Singh and had taken part with 
him in many crusades. He had attained martyrdom in 1709 AD in the battle of 
Bajwara while punishing the tyrants by the side of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur. 
Jassa Singh was the eldest of five sons of Giani Bhagwan Singh. Jassa Singh learnt 
religious teachings, Persian and use of weapons from his father. His father was a 
carpenter by profession. Jassa Singh had no Interest in that work. 

Nadir Shah marched from Persia in May 1738 AD. At the news of his attack, 
Zakria Khan, the governor of Lahore started preparation to face him. He removed 
restrictions from the Singhs who were treated as rebels and started recruiting them 
in his army. Gianl Bhagwan Singh joined the governor's army in those days. Seeing 
his competence, the governor entrusted him with the command of a hundred 
soldiers. Nadir Shah crossed river Indus in December 1738 AD. Gilani Bhagwan Singh 
fell to a bullet on 11th January, 1739 AD, near Wazirabad while fighting the army 
of Nadir Shah with his squad. Pleased at the valour of Giani Bhagwan Singh, the 
governor gave five villages named Walla, Verka, Tung, Sultanwind and Chabba as 
feoff to his family. Jassa Singh fought along with his father in that battle. 

Jassa Singh left service after the grant of feoff and started looking after the 
estate. One day, he had a quarrel with Adina Beg, the garrison commander of 
Jalandhar, at village Walla. In that skirmish, Adina Beg could not match the 
swordsmanship of Jassa Singh. He had to flee from the battlefield to save his life. After 
the death of Zakria Khan on Ist July 1745 AD, struggle started among his sons for 
the governorship of Lahore. Singhs who had left Punjab returned in those days and 
started punishing the informers of the government after organising themselves in 
groups. Common men afflicted by the tyranny of the government started becoming 
Singhs and joining the Khalsa in those days. Jassa Singh also left his estate and 
joined the squad of Nand Singh. He soon became famous due to his bravery in that 
squad. He became the chief of that squad after the death of Nand Singh. 

Ahmed Shah Abdali attacked India for the first time in December 1747 AD. After 
defeating Shah Niwaz, the governor of Lahore, he moved on to Delhi taking the army 
of the Lahore province with him. The Khalsa became free to do whatever they wanted 
to after the Lahore army had departed. The Khalsa gathered at Amritsar to celebrate 
Vaisakhi of 1748 AD. After taking decision on the Vaisakhi day, foundation of Ram 
Rauni fort was laid for the defence of Harmandir. Full use was taken of the experience 
of Jassa Singh Ramgarhia for its construction. Construction o1 that fort was 
completed in one month. Jassa Singh Ahluwalia was appointed joint chief of the 
Khalsa on that auspicious day. A committee of ten members was-constituted for his 
help. Jassa Singh Ramgarhia was one of the members of that committee. 
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As General of Adina Beg 


Mir Mannu was appointed new governor of Lahore on 9th April, 1748 AD. After 
setting right the administration of Lahore and Multan, he gave attention to the growing 
power of the Sikhs. He deployed army patrols to finish the Singhs. The Singhs left the 
province of Lahore and moved to other provinces. In order to befriend the Singhs, Adina 
Beg, the commander of Jalandhar sent messages to Jassa Singh Ahluwalia and Jassa 
Singh Ramgarhia to join his army. Jassa Singh Ahluwalia turned down the offer of 
service. Taking a long term view, Jassa Singh Ramgarhia accepted the offer. Adina 
Beg employed him in the rank of a general in his army and also employed his squad 
in suitable position in keeping with their ability. The Dal Khalsa excommunicated him. 
and his squad from the Sikh fold for joining the royal army without permission. Using 
his influence, Jassa Singh Ramgarhia helped a large number of Singhs in the area 
to get employment with Adina Beg. 

Dal Khalsa assembled in October 1748 AD to celebrate Diwali at Amritsar. When 
Mir Mannu came to know of the gathering of the Singhs, he sent an army to surround 
Amritsar and ordered Adina Beg to reach Amritsar with his army for help. When the 
Khalsa came to know of the march of the army, five hundred Singhs took shelter in 
Ram Rauni fort and the rest went to the jungles. The combined forces of Lahore and 
Jalandhar besieged the Ram Rauni fort. Jassa Singh Ramgarhia with his squad was 
a part of Jalandhar army. 

The royal army could not capture the fort even after two months of siege. When 
the besieged Singhs had exhausted their rations, they resolved one day that it would 
be better to attain martyrdom fighting bravely than die of hunger and decided to open 
the gates of the fortress early next morning and fight the royal army. Victory slogans 
were being raised after the adoption of this resolution. By chance, Jassa Singh 
Ramgarhia was going round the fort at that time. The victory slogans of the Singhs 
stirred his conscience to his reality. He tied a letter to an arrow and sent it to the 
besieged Singhs. He had requested in that letter that the doors of the fortress be opened 
for him. Jassa Singh Ramgarhia joined the Singhs inside the fort at night with his 
squad and a large quantity of rations. 

The next day, Jassa Singh Ramgarhia sent a message to Diwan Kaura Mal to 
advise Mir Mannu to lift the siege. Diwan Kaura Mal was still thinking to talk to Mir 
Mannu when the news of the second attack by Abdali was received. Diwan Kaura Mal 
advised Mir Mannu to make peace with the Khalsa and seek their help at the time 
of need. Accepting his advice, Mir Mannu ordered, lifting of the siege and gave Dal 
Khalsa a feoff near Amritsar for their maintenance. Dal Khalsa was very pleased at 
Jassa Singh Ramgarhia and his squad for helping the community at the time of need. 
Dal Khalsa accepted the Singhs excommunicated on account of taking up royal service, 
back into their fold, On that day, Jassa Singh Ramgarhia was appointed garrison 
commander of the Ram Rauni Fort and its name was changed to Ramgarh. The name 
of Jassa Singh Ichhogil (name of his village) changed to Jassa Singh Ramparhia on 
account of his being the garrison commander of Ramgarh. 
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Jassa Singh Ramgarhia as Maharaja 


Abdali invaded India for the third time in December 1751 AD, in which Mir Mannu 
had to face defeat. He blamed the Singhs for his defeat and forfeited their estate. He 
ordered the killing of everyone with long hair in his province. His army besieged 
Ramgarh fort. Jassa Singh Ramgarhia broke the siege. The army demolished the fort. 
Mir Mannu died on 4th November, 1753 AD. Jassa Singh Ramgarhia returned and 

built Ramgarh with baked bricks. He captured the area around the fort. Murad Begam, 
the widow of Mir Mannu set up a weak government at Lahore. Her rule was limited 
to the boundaries of the cities and the rest of the area was under the protection of 
the Khalsa. The area of Riarki was under the protection of Jassa Singh Ramgarhia. 

Abdali mounted his fourth invasion of India in December 1756 AD, due to which 
the protection of the Khalsa was disturbed. The royal army again raised Ramgarh fort 
to the ground. During his eighth invasion in December, 1764 AD Abdali was fully 
convinced that the Khalsa would not allow anybody to rule Punjab. As such, he went 
back leaving Punjab to the Khalsa. The Khalsa took over Punjab.after his departure. 
Ramparhia chiefs took under their protection the area of Batala, Dina Nagar, Sri 
Hargobindpur, Shahpur Kandi, Qadian, Ghuman, Maniwal, Urmur Tanda, Mangowal., 
Miani, Dipalpur, Rohil and Sharifjung etc, and diverted their attention to the hill states. 
First of all they inflicted a defeat on Ghumand Chand Katoch, the Raja of Kangra state 
after which other Rajas of hill states came under the protection of Ramgarhias without 
a fight. These included the states of Nurpur, Chamba, Jaswan, Haripur, Anarpur, 
Datarpur and Jathewal. These states accounted for an income of Rupees two lakh. 
In this way, Jassa Singh Ramgarhia became the first Maharaja among the misls. The 
area between the river Ravi and Beas comprising plain area and the hill states came 
under the protection of Ramgarhia mis]. The annual income from this area was Rupees 
twelve lakh. After taking the territory of Jalandhar Doab under his protection, Jassa 
Singh Ramgarhia made Sri Hargobindpur his capital and minted Nanakshahi coins. 

After the start of government of misls, the chiefs of the misls started expanding 
the boundaries of their states which resulted in mutual quarrels among them, One 
day Jassa Singh Ahluwalia entered the territory controlled by Ramgarhias near Gurdas 
Nangal while hunting. Brothers of Jassa Singh Ramgarhia arrested him. Jassa Singh 
Ramparhia reached the spot, asked forgiveness of the ‘Chief of the nation’ for the 
mistake of his brothers and saw him off with a robe of honour. The chiefs of other 
misls did not like the detention of the ‘Chief of the nation’ by Ramgarhia chiefs in this 
way. All of them became enemies of Ramgarhia misl. 

In 1776 AD, the chiefs of Sukarchakiya, Kanahiya, Ahluwalia and Bhangi misls 
jointly attacked the area of Ramgarhia misl. After capturing Sri Hargobindpur, they also 
took over Batala. Tara Singh, a brother of Jassa Singh Ramgarhia was killed in a battle 

at Kalanaur. In a short time that group of the misls took over all the plain area of 
Ramgarhia mis] which resulted in the hill states also refusing to pay tribute. In this 
way, the common front forced Jassa Singh Ramgarhia to go to the South of river Sutlej. 
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Jassa Singh Ramgarhia at Delhi 


After the loss of his territory, Jassa Singh Ramgarhia crossed river Sutlej. 
Amar Singh, the Raja of Patiala accorded him a warm welcome. He gave him 
the areas of Hansi and Hissar as feoff. Raja Amar Singh had some disputes with 
the Nawab of Pataudi and some other small Rajas. Jassa Singh Ramgarhia helped 
him in resolving these disputes. In 1778 AD, Raja Amar Singh defeated Hari Singh 
Sialba with the help of Jassa Singh Ramgarhia. Minister Abdul Ahmed Khan and 
Prince Farkhanda Bakht marched from Delhi on 3rd June, 1779 AD with a large 
army to retake the area captured by the Raja of Patiala. On getting the news, 
Jassa Singh Ahluwalia reached Patiala with other Sikh chiefs to help Raja Amar 
Singh. When Minister Abdul Ahmed Khan reached near Patiala, he came to know 
that he had got trapped in the siege of the Khalsa. He had to accept all the 
conditions of the Khalsa to save his life. 

After that victory, the Khalsa marched to realise tributes from Nawabs of 
areas of rivers Yamuna and Ganges. Jassa Singh Ramgarhia and Baghel Singh 
reached Meerut city collecting money on the way. The ruler of Meerut agreed to 
pay annual tribute. After looting Chandausi, a business centre of U.P., they 
plundered Sangal, Kas Ganj, Kansia Ganj, Khurja, Sikandra and Dara city. After 
that Jassa Singh Ramgarhia received presents from Bharatpur and Jaipur areas. 
The Sikh chiefs reached Delhi in March 1783 AD. They becarne the masters of 
Delhi without a battle. After looting Mughalpura, Jassa Singh Ramgarhia entered 
the Red fort where he got lot of wealth, four guns and coronation slab. Shah Alam 
saw that the Khalsa had no intention to rule Delhi and was only bent upon loot 
so he got rid of them by offering presents. 

Jassa Singh Ahluwalia died on 20th October, 1783 AD. Mahan Singh 
Sukarchakiya called Jassa Singh Ramgarhia for help to avenge his defeat at the 
hands of Kanahiya misl. The combined forces of Mahan Singh, Jassa Singh 
Ramgarhia, Raja Sansar Chand and Bhangi misl attacked the territory of 
Kanahiya mis]. The forces of Kanahiya mis] and Ramgarhias clashed near village 
Achal in which Gurbax Singh, the son of Jai Singh, was killed. The army of 
Kanahiyva misl fled which resulted in occupation of Batala by the Ramgarhias. 
After Batala, the Ramgarhias captured Kalanaur. When Jai Singh Kanahiya saw 
his imminent defeat, he betrothed his grand-daughter to Ranjit Singh, the son 
of Mahan Singh. Due to this relationship, Jassa Singh Ramgarhia was left alone 
once again. Ramgarhia mis! was able to regain all its plain area excepting the 
hill states. To recapture his territory, he had to fight Bhag Singh Ahluwalia. 

After the death of Jai Singh in 1789 AD, the reins of Kanahiya mis] was taken 
over by his daughter-in-law, Rani Sada Kaur. With the help of Bhag Singh 
Abluwalia and Ranjit Singh, she captured Batala and Kalanaur from the 
Ramgarhias and succeeded in taking over the fort of Miani in 1800 AD. Jassa 
Singh Ramgarhia fought his enemies till his last day and breathed his last on 
20th April, 1803 AD. 
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Sardar Baghel Singh 


Baghel Singh belonged to village Dhariwal in Gurdaspur.district. In February 
1764 AD, Karorsinghia mis] had a skirmish with Najib-ud-Daula, the landlord 
of Saharanpur in which the chief of the misi, Karorsinghia fell to a bullet of the 
enemy. He had no issue. As such, the command of the misl was entrusted to- 
Baghel Singh. A territory with a yearly income of Rupees two lakh lay in Jalandhar 
and the rest was situated between the Sutlej and Yamuna rivers. That mis] had 
its capital at Chhalaudi in Karnal district. 

Victories of the Khalsa at Jaipur and Bharatpur had created fear in the minds. 
of Mughal and Maratha rulers. Tired of the frequent attacks of the Singhs across 
the Yamuna river which was causing destruction of crops, Najib-ud-Daula had 
accepted the protection of Khalsa on that area in 1768 AD. In this way, the rime 
of the Khalsa stretched from river Attak to Yamuna. 

In 1769 AD, Amar Singh, the Raja of Patiala, annexed some villages aueiie 
Lalroo, Bhuni, Mullanpur etc. falling in the territory of Baghel Singh. Baghel Singh 
attacked Patiala. Fighting took place near village Gharam. Seeing that Raja Amar 
Singh had an upper hand, Baghel Singh made peace with him. 

In 1773 AD, a Brahmin of Jallalabad prayed before Baghel Singh that the 
ruler, Hasan Khan, had forcibly taken away his daughter. In response to his 
prayer, Baghel Singh and Karam Singh crossed the Yamuna and attacked 
Jallalabad. Hasan Khan was killed in the battle on llth December 1773 AD. 
After setting the girl free, Baghel Singh arranged her marriage and warned the 
cast conscious, "If anybody insult this girl, it will be taken as insult to the Khalsa." 
After looting Jallalabad, the Khalsa entered Shahdra in Delhi on the night of 18th 
January, 1774 AD. Before the army could get ready, they carried out loot and 
returned to their territories. 

On 22nd April 1775 AD, Baghel Singh took Tara Singh and Rai Singh Bhangi 
with him, crossed river Yamuna and after looting Lakhnauti, Gangoh, Nanauta 
etc., attacked Devband. The Singhs captured the garrison commander of that 
place alive. He was burnt alive as a punishment for his tyranny on the public. 
The prominent people of the city agreed to pay a yearly tribute of six hundred 
Rupees and made peace. Further, the ruler of Gaunsgarh, Jabita Khan, presented 
fifty thousand and accepted the sovereignty of the Khalsa. Jabita Khan 
accompanied the Khalsa to Delhi. After looting Pahar Ganj and Jai Singh Pura 
on 15th July, the Singhs returned to their territory on 24th July. 

Minister Abdul Ahmed Khan of Delhi sent his brother Abdul Kasim with an 
army to punish Jabita Khan for looting Delhi. Jabita Khan called the Singhs for 
help. Abdul Kasim was killed on 11th March, 1776 AD, in a battle near Amir 
Nagar. Celebrating their victory, the Singhs looted Aligarh, Kas Ganj and pel 
and returned to their territories. 
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ase ad faut | wer fea sxe S ad Afar fa fan 6 wer yetfenr we | GH 
fue wer 4 fest feu Se ws Wd ad fest | WENT WU WH SO HSA AS AMES 
et tna atst| wen 6 fea fee mest diPat—1. iss By gue seers fest Ws, 








2 wa aeeenient ct Aer udl ar 3 Ane oe oa FL cies Macau sabe taba 
aes fest afoe) ao TSH S WSR Shut Hast ve webat | wer A. aus fru 3 
fest 2s a wtue feet © HS mre | 

Fy, ube fit 3 over Sar went Hat chew S feat qeenrfont ot Aer ageret, 
lL. qdewa Hed ad, 2. FS’ Aloe, 3. PSs Afoe, 4. dave GA wos, 5. ATA aa 
Wd, 6. Hataa Atos, 7. wae fear AfoE, 8. GHOHT Afoe mS 9. sraa fimrg 
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Baghel Singh—An Authority at Delhi 


Baghel Singh, Karam Singh and Sahib Singh were camping at Delhi with their 
armies in the Shalimar garden in September 1778 AD. Minister Abdul Ahmed Khan 
had an audience with them with robes of honour from King Shah Alam on 
29th September for friendship with the Singhs. The Singhs saw that the government 
of Delhi was afraid of them. On lst October, they demolished the mosque which had 
been constructed at the site of Gurdwara Bangla Sahib and started the construction 
of gurdwara, The government tolerated it. After some days, Abdul Ahmed Khan said 
to Baghel Singh, "We can regain our territory of Malwa if you help us." Baghel Singh 
apreed without any hesitation to help. 

Abdul Ahmed Khan knew that Baghel Singh had an enmity with Raja Amar 
Singh from whom he wanted to capture the area. He, however, did not know that 
although the Sikhs fought among themselves, yet they were united when it came 
to an enemy from outside, On account of this ignorance, Minister Abdul Ahmed Khan 
had {o return from Patiala to Delhi where he had gone to recapture his territory from 
Raja Amar Singh, leaving all his war material and giving Rupees seven lakh to the 
Khalsa to save his life on 14th October, 1779 AD. 

Baghel Singh continued his attacks on the territory between the rivers Yamuna 
and Ganges after his return from Patiala. Tired of the frequent loot, the king agreecl 
to pay one eighth of land revenue to the Khalsa in June 1781 AD, for protection 
of the area between the rivers Yamuna and Ganges. This agreement did not last long. 
Dal Khalsa attacked Delhi in March 1783 AD. The Khalsa occupied the Red fort 
without a fight. The Khalsa could not decide as to who should be made the king. 
After that, the Khalsa started loot of Delhi. King Shah Alam made an offer of treaty 
with the Khalsa. The Khalsa put forward three conditions—1. A present of three lakh 
Rupees be made; 2. Right to collect octroi of Delhi be given to the Khalsa; and 
3. Baghel Singh with four thousand horsemen may stay at Delhi till the completion 
of construction of all the gurdwaras there. Shah Alam agreed to these conditions 
of the Khalsa, The Khalsa left Baghel Singh at Delhi and returned to their territories. 

Baghel Singh set up his camp at Delhi and got works of the gurdwaras 
mentioned below completed. 1. Gurdwara Sunder Kaur. 2. Bangla Sahib. 3. Bala 
Sahib. 4. Rakab Ganj. 5. Sis Ganj Sahib. 6. Moti Bagh Sahib. 7. Majnu Tilla Sahib. 
8. Damdama Sahib. 9. Nanak Piao Sahib. 

At the time of departure of Baghel Singh, the king presented him with one 
elephant, a gold chain, five horses and other presents. 

Raja Amba Ji Maratha occupied Delhi on 11th February, 1785 AD. The 
Marathas entered into a treaty with the Khalsa on 30th March, 1785 AD, in which 
Amba Ji, Baghel Singh, Karam Singh, Dulcha Singh, Bhag Singh, Diwan Singh and 
Mohar Singh decided that the Delhi government will pay ten lakh Rupees to the 
Khalsa annually to keep peace. Maharaja Baghel Singh lived upto 1802 AD and he 
got his share in his village till the end. 





62 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


Ades Udt fiw see eu HSH 1791 est fey waged fHHS @ aHtsd 
f. oefeors fiw t we qaates Ther | wa Ga Hs we S Te ne fa Gare fuse 
age ag ge! Sat et war us ae 4 Gai ut uel, Wa-nedt o ang fefeur 
2s us fans fest! 1805 Bnet feu ans Vent © wow AH Gar at ang fefenr 
ce OHS Oy of HUH denis fiw S Gar S wus Jad frenserat feu saat ag 
four | fea fea frac Gus ae Gat 3 fea Ha O dat ove ug feat | HGH 3 YE 
d @ Gat & ‘fofes GHHS’ Bw antag wat fea! Ae det |S Wes ada Gar a 
a? seer Hage F fan 

10 Sdedt 1807 Snel S HoH 6 ane Gus Tuer ate! Sut 2 diffe a Fe 
fad ebut aut Gud det mng ot afer stv. aet ftw d 27 eaedt Ht ws S fas 
chat an aS age dy a fsa oret F au ar fest! wea ges fus WEN sHeTS 
Wd & fag vies wt afer | | Gn det Set feu fofes Fats 3 Heat 3 oey TSEC 
we & fdet es fear noes SH, vet ftw ot aredt we fessor et wre fee 
de she urs He oe oH wails Cat g am fest 3 lo A Hea wT Oise WaT 


1810 fret fea Hea St HidH AH Hoe @ Show fa deat Bre fi rapa 
aut Gua aetna Bat de" fen set Gat a fas erat amt age ae 
ane ata! On du wet ne S ufvst 7. ach fhe B meus mire & a ater! Gt 
3 dabat equ fea ra x wat da fad eat aut Fs usts aH fag ct cea 
Gs We fue oes Hed WS 3 fag aed weet gab fhut ug acer fesbat 
fea vist v. odt fhut Gud or feat fan ots Go atest AEH U Te | HBSS Ct fAS 
fue uaa 3 Got ot wots fea de eur ag fest 

1819 Set G HITH S SHH G WGA TH S'S THe SF eles HST IH S SE 
er gredod au fest! GH e Sa Hand args Mite fee wemnAl ew Tet | 20 MoS 








Set Sa det fea Hat adi Ht ur Heer Sow ot fn Cus Us Ba Fae’ wt fer sgt 
© AO SS GAH fed wHe 0 fare mS wHeS SU Tet! 
— ee ee ee 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 














# 


me oF _F— 


f 


aes 
CIB KA r . yey | 8 of i/ 3 
7 ie. t ; ) : 


Lana 
* 


A 
+4 y 2 rs yi 


| 





Sardar Hari Singh Nalwa 


Hari Singh Nalwa was born in 1791 AD at Gujranwala. His Father, 5. Gurdial 
Singh was commander of the forces of Sukarchakiya misl. He was barely seven when 
his father died. His mother, Dharam Kaur, gave full attention to his education, 
horsemanship and weapon training. Seeing his feats of use of weapons in the Basant 
Panchami Darbar of 1805 AD, Maharaja Ranjit Singh recruited him in his personal 
attendants. One day, while hunting, he killed a tiger with bare hands. The Maharaja 
was very pleased and made him the commander of ‘Sher Dil’ regiment. He came to 
be known as Nalwa due to his killing of the tiger with bare hands. 

The Maharaja attacked Kasoor oa 10th February, 1807 AD. When gunfire failed 
to have any impact on the walls of the fort, Hari Singh planted gunpowder under 
the walls on the night of 27th February and blew them up at three places. Having 
made the gaps, the Khalsa entered the fort with swords drawn out. In the ensuing 
battle, the soldiers of ‘Sher Dil’ regiment captured Nawab Kutab-ud-Din Khan alive. 
As a mark of appreciation for the bravery and fearlessness of Hari Singh, the 
Maharaja granted him a feoff of thirty thousand Rupees yearly and made him the 
commander of eight hundred horsemen. 

In the Multan campaign of 1810 AD, the Maharaja observed that cannon fire 
was having no effect on the walls of the fort. He decided to blow up the walls of the 
fort with gunpowder. Hari Singh Nalwa was the first to ‘come forward for the job. 
Under the shower of bullets, he went ahead of all and placed gunpowder under the 
walls. After the fall of the wall, Nawab Muzzafar Khan got burming pots thrown on 
the Singhs from inside the fort. One pot fell on Hari Singh which caused him severe 
injuries. After the victory of Multan, the Maharaja increased his feoff. 

In 1819 AD, the Maharaja annexed Kashmir to the Khalsa rule and appointed 
Diwan Moti Ram its governor. Due to his kind nature, disorder spread in the state. 
Hari Singh was appointed governor in his place on 20th August, 1820 AD. He first 
of all brought to book all those who were defying the state. Second, he reduced the 
rate of land revenue due to which the land owners started depositing the revenue 
with their own accord without any force. Third, he abolished forced labour which 
the farmers had to do for government officials at the cost of loss to their own crops. 
. Fourth, he abolished the tax on marriages, births and engagements which was 
previously in force, Fifth, he gave financial assistance to increase production of 
saffron and fine wool. Sixth, he standardised weights and measures. Seventh, he 
abolished the law vide which none except the Muslims could wear shoes or turbans. 
These reforms brought peace to Kashmir and there was an increase in income. 

The Maharaja was pleased with Hari Singh and conferred on him the right to 
mint coins in his name. After setting right the administration of Kashmir, Hari Singh 
handed back the charge of Kashmir to Diwan Moti Ram on 6th November, 1821 AD 
on the orders of the Maharaja and marched on Munghar campaign himself. 
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The Farsighted Administrator 


Marching from Srinagar, Hari Singh joined Maharaja Ranjit Singh on 28th 
November, 1821 AD at Khushab. On 21st December, 1821 AD, they captured 
the territory of Munghar with an annual income of ten lakh Rupees and annexed 
it to the Khalsa rule. Appointing Amar Singh the governor of Munghar, both 
returned to Lahore. There, the Maharaja got the news of death of Amar Singh 
while quelling the rebellion of Hazara. The Maharaja sent Hari Singh as governor 
of Hazara. Reaching Hazara, he blew those who had murdered Amar Singh with 
deceit with cannon. This made people afraid and there was peace in the area. 
To consolidate peace, he got roads constructed in the area, constructed forts at 
many places and found a city named Haripur. 

During a meeting with the Governor General, Lord William Bentink in 
October 1831 AD at Ropar, Maharaja Ranjit Singh said, "Prince Kharak Singh 
will succeed me after my death." Many courtiers endorsed Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
but Hari Singh said, "Who will succeed the Maharaja? This decision should be 
left to the ‘five loved ones' because this kingdom belongs to the Khalsa. The Khalsa 
have sacrificed their lives to maintain it and are still doing it without any pay." 
All the courtiers heard the views of Hari Singh but the selfish made those 
meaningless. 

The Maharaja had captured the province of Peshawar and entrusted it to 
Sultan Khan. Deciding to extend the limits of Khalsa rule to Kabul, the Maharaja 
captured Peshawar on 6th May, 18354 AD, annexed it with the Khalsa rule and 
appointed Hari Singh its governor. First of all Hari Singh abolished Jazia, a tax 
imposed on Hindus by Aurangzeb in 1658 AD. His second step was to get canals 
constructed from river Kabul for irrigation. Third, he got wells dug at government 
expense at places where canal water could not reach, This resulted in great 
increase in agricultural production. The revenue from crops rose to twelve lakh 
Rupees and from octroi to four lakhs. The Maharaja was very pleased and allowed 
Hari Singh to mint coins bearing his name. 

After setting right the administration of Peshawar, Hari Singh paid attention 
to the borders of the area. He felt that a fort was a necessity on the Kheybar 
pass. So he converted the earthen fortress of Jamraud into a strong fort in 
October 1836 AD and appointed Mahan Singh as garrison commander. As per 
requirement, he got many other forts such as Bar and Sukargarh constructed. 
After completing the work of the forts, Hari Singh came to Peshawar in 1837 AD, 
where he fell ill. 

Thirty thousand Pathans surrounded the Jamraud fort on 27th April 
1837 AD. After second day's battle, Mahan Singh sent a message to Hari Singh, 
‘Tf no help is received today, it will be our last message." Getting the message, 
Hari Singh reached Jamraud still suffering from illness. He reached in time and 
made the Pathans flee saving the fall of the fort. But he himself fell to the bullets 
of a Pathan hiding behind a hillock on 30th April, 1837 AD. 
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Akali Phoola Singh 

Akali Phoola Singh was born in 1761 AD at village Shihan in the state of 
Haryana. His father, Bhai Ishar Singh was a member of Shahidan misl. In the 
greater holocaust of 1762 AD, Bhai Ishar Singh was injured seriously. Before 
his death, he entrusted his son Phoola Singh to the chief of Shahidan misl, 
Narain Singh. Phoola Singh had learnt the Gurbani—Guru's word from his 
mother at a young age. He learnt horsemanship and use of weapons from his 
chief Narain Singh. After the death of his mother, he gave away his hearth and 
home and land to the needy and joined Shahidan misl. After the passing away 
of Chief Narain Singh, he was made the chief of misl. 

_ Akali Phoola Singh moved to Amritsar with his squad in 1800 AD. Some 
bad customs had crept in the gurdwaras for the reform of which he took upon 
hitnself the service of Akal Takht and other gurdwaras. When in March 1804 AD, 
Mai Sukhan refused to hand over the 'Zamzama’' gun to Maharaja Ranjit Singh, 
the Maharaja marched on Amritsar. After two hours of gun fire, Akali Phoola 
Singh and Jodh Singh Ramgarhia had mediated peace among the two parties 
in. view of the destruction of the city. They got the Maharaja give five villages 
to Mai Sukhan for maintenance. The Maharaja annexed Amritsar and other 
territory-of the Bhangi misl to the Khalsa rule. After that day's meeting with the 
Maharaja, Akali Phoola Singh started taking leading role in every campaign of 
the Khalsa with his squad. Pleased with the bravery of the squad of Akali Phoola 
Singh in the victory of Kasoor in February 1807 AD, the Maharaja increased the 
estate of the Akalis. 

One day, Akali Phoola Singh went to meet the Maharaja. The Dogras did 
not allow. him to see the Maharaja on one pretext or the other for two or three 
days, Orie day, he went inside the fort forcibly. On meeting the Maharaja, he 
told him about the behaviour of the Dogras and Misr Ganga Ram. The Maharaja 
listened but did not give a satisfactory reply. At this, Akali Phoola Singh moved 
to Anandpur with his squad in August 1814 AD. 

In September 1814 AD, Prince Partap Singh of Jind came to him at 
Anandpur. He was having some differences with the British government. When 
the Britrsh government came to know the presence of the Prince at Anandpur, 
they sent a message to Akali Phoola Singh to send him back. On the refusal of 
Akali Phoola Singh, Diwan Moti Ram came to Anandpur with an army in 
October 1814 AD. He ordered his army to surround AKali Phoola Singh. The army 
laid their arms on the ground and said, "We cannot challenge a great man like 
Alkali Phoola Singh." Forces of Raja Jaswant Singh of Nabha and Malerkotla were 
sent after that. They also refused to besiege Akali Phoola Singh. 

- When Maharaja Ranjit Singh came to know of laying down arms by the 
soldiers, he realised the devotion of the people in Akali Phoola Singh. He recalled 
the army and asked Baba Sahib Singh Bedi who brought Akali Phoola Singh back 
to Amritsar. 
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Sy oa fesrat arty HeTs fee | HOGA BS mast ce fw 3 HW. wate fry 
meee S Gx vt yoet wet Sf we fea vt saret firs Gn 3 won st 
niisat ues ag Get! Se ga Hove St up fant) Ca noes we Bar & Bat 
Aouimué wan nifare wee as ws ow sfowe att Hoa 3 waret ear fw 
& Qn ot poet set gar an fest fea Set fact yeu fuss warst gor fiw S sa 
a fear wen oa ae fier four 

Hose 1818 einel few Haas S WORT OA os fHeGe Sel HIGH 4 SH 
dat sera yeigs we 3 wen ga @ Une F ufvst waret et ust fardt ag Bet 
fex ues ot devect fus wor 2H ov afss Gus asa 3 fam, us sere fas 
feu w a fe fara fos AS St BarSTS Tiovarst fus | fads | ay a fearfsnr 
Bd Ue | 

HUGH S He fed dud Ust St Galt S offend A a marvel wa few S ness 
fed WH SH ot d dot Geen CAT! SAT SA Pt Hee Set mavat gar fAy wmyert 
ae 3 gait A Su 8 a yess Un ae fds ws Fie oe fag ot vies fee 
@us tae | see 3 wat 3 ds cht Seba wwe soe feo) Su a difenit ae 
Qu Sdbut fst uebat) meret gor ftw wud wa § 3 a On as fed fas vies 

23 3 de Set we ae fest) see & As warat eo ftw ow 2 far Set 
& fea oft Qua act ea at 3 aet 3a us nig fee aera yes Es its Cus 
dt J | sama tt HS oS HSH TT fag Gus aga d forme 

1819 enet & wg feg HOTA S WUE B'S mas! ee ftw S de gers 
$8 8 apts Gus upel aa FEA amie § eam oH ws heres NE aes 





12 Soest 1823 vinet $ wove oR ws S ares F on 2 fines us eee 
ad feu" | HOH SA. dat fHu Ss aed Ad fhur S ex’ © a ufvat gH fea a fue 
inp dac ellied Hace Adan Bacal lan gihihes dl api 

Sot Gus wet aaa & nee Afr fam) GR fue wea ust fa Set ot Siar|rt 
ude sar 3} fed HE &HITH 4 foo, “HS St NST ass SF ufset wus Suns 
a Osta aa Bet wotet 31” mearel ear fru 3 far, ‘ OuAt Uvet Gade ST meer 
ad ua wv, we fat ves fee et gas ad! ute” fea afte 38, Sat S urye 
wa é 8 a Sct Gus ds Be fest Got 3 fue wat wor ga St arth? Gus 
de ueti HSA S arab S nat & fent| Ga wna fed urs et wes fed eu 
de fea arat & wa Tete wai, frat fed fae most gor fiw de ovat © HTS 
$ Sahat 3 dat mast et eat feet Sw aet fan os Gu wet 2 32 fee Oct 
d ae | 
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Importance of Panthic Resolution 


In April 1816 AD, Mir Hafiz Khan ousted Nawab Mohammad Khan of 
Bhakhar and Liha and took over his territory. The Maharaja sent Akali Phoola 
Singh and Fateh Singh Ahluwalia to punish him. He accepted the sovereignty 
of the Khalsa after four days of fighting. The Maharaja also arrived by that time. 
At that place, the people of Jhang complained to the Maharaja about the cruelty 
of their ruler, Ahmed Khan. The Maharaja sent Akali Phoola Singh to Jhang to 
punish him. Akali Phoola Singh annexed Jhang area to the Khalsa rule after a 
minor skirmish. 

The Maharaja sent an army in January 1818 AD to annex Multan to the 
Khalsa rule. Nawab Muzzafar Khan had made all preparations for the battle 
before the arrival of the Khalsa army. The Khalsa army captured the city after 
a week long shelling but the Nawab took shelter inside the fort. Continuous 
shelling for three months did not make a dent in the fort. With the arrival of 
summer the stench of decaying corpses resulted in outbreak of cholera due to 
which soldiers started dying. 

When the Maharaja got the news, he went to Amritsar and narrated to Akali 
Phoola Singh the plight of the Khalsa army. Akali Phoola Singh reached Multan 
with his squad and the 'Bhangi' gun for the help of the Khalsa army. Three or four 
shells caused two breaches in the wall of the fort. The Nawab got the breaches 
filled with sand bags. The bags fell with the cannon fire. Akali Phoola Singh 
entered the fort through those gaps with his squad and started putting the enemy 
to the sword. The Nawab and Akali Phoola Singh confronted each other. They gave 
and stopped many blows to each other but in the end Nawab Muzzafar Khan fell 
dead on the ground. With the death of the Nawab, the Khalsa captured the fort. 

In the beginning of 1819 AD, the Maharaja attacked Kashmir taking Akali 
Phoola Singh and’ other chiefs with him. After annexing Kashmir to the Khalsa 
rule and appointing Diwan Moti Ram its governor, all others returned to Lahore. 

On 12th February. 1823 AD, Mohammad Azim Khan, marching from Kabul 
captured Peshawar. The Maharaja sent Hari Singh and Kanwar Sher Singh with 
an army in advance and reached the battlefield himself along with Akali Phoola 
Singh afterwards. It was resolved in the prayer before Guru Granth Sahib to 
aitack the enemy on 14th March, 1823 AD. News was received afterwards, "Guns 
of the enemy are expected to arrive.” At this news, the Maharaja said, "We should 
also wait for our guns before we attack." AKali Phoola Singh said, "We have 
resolved to attack. We should not wait, come what may." Saying this, he attacked 
the enemy with his squad. Following his lead, the rest of the Khalsa army also 
pounced on the crusaders. The Khalsa forced the crusaders to retreat. In that 
confusion an Afghan hiding behind a hillock fired four shots of which three hit 
the driver of the elephant ridden by Akali Phoola Singh and the fourth pierced 
the chest of the Akali due to which he slumped in the seat. 
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